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that point had been reached would not be
abl eto run any stock on his property. In re-
gard to poisoning by gas with motor car ex-
hausts, if the gns ejected from car exhausts
is so poisonous, onc would expect it to have
some effect on the people in the streets of
the eity, Spoaking for the department, I
say they feel that the majority of the varmin
hoards did good work last season, but that,
with few exceptions, the boards show a ten-
dency to relax their efforts as soon ag they
get the rabhite thinmed down. If they
would take active measures in the slack
period, they would destroy carly in the sea-
son small numbers of rabbits which will in-
crease o hundredfold later on.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

House adjournced ot 9.19 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30 p.m.,
and read prayers,

HOSPITAL FOR INSANE, SELECT
COMMITIERE.

Report presented.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN brought up the report
of the seleet eommitfes appointed to inquire
into the conditions existing in, and the manage-
ment of the Hospital for the Insane.

Report read.

Ordered, that the report and evidence be
printed.

QUESTION—MINING CONDITIONS
AT WESTONIA:

Mr. HARRISON (without notice) asked the
Ministor for Mines: PDoes he intend to take
immedinte aoction to alleviate the sericua posi-
tion of the mines at Westonia,

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: The
amendment of the Mining Act, of which I have
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given notice to pass through all its stages to-
morrow, subject to the approval of the House
of the suspension of the Standing Orders, is
ovidence that I have taken dsfinito ection to
meet the difficulties at Westonia in the hope
that if the position cannot be entirely saved,
it will at least be improved. The situation is
extremely aerious.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1. Liconsing Act Amendment Continuance.
2. Inebriates Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—ELEQTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Besumed from 6th November.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-Eest Fromantls}
[5-41: The Bill provides for compulsery enrol-
ment,. While practically all hon. members are
in accord with compulsory enrolment, ot the
samo time I think there should be in the Bill
a provision to enable the Govermnent by regu-
lation to make use of the Commonwealth rolls.
If the Bill becomes law without any svch pro-
vision the cost of the State Electoral Depart-
ment will be congiderably increased. The Com-
monwealth machinery of administration would
not be available to the Stato department. In the
Commonwealth department the divisional officer
who looks after enrolments has & staff of asaist-
ants, in addition to which a Jarge number of
men connected with the post offica render valuable
servive. As far as I can gather the eystem is
this: They have a list showing the whole of the
electors, together with their places of residence.
Periodically the postman notifies the Electoral
Department of all changes of address on his

ostal round. From that information the

ivisional officer makes & list, and when & certain
time has elapsed without claima being made for
alteration in addresses, he sends a notice Lo the
elector concerned, pointing out that he has not
notified the change made. With this notifica-
tion is sent also a form to be filled in by the
elector, That form is returned, and the « ctor
has then to appear before the divisional {Feer,
who fines him some small amount of abuit 2a.
8d. to cover the cost to which the dep :tment
has been pus. If the elector fails t0 appear
before the departmental officer he is ti-en to
court and fined. The whole machiner s per-
fect for the administration of the Act. But the
State department has no such machinery, To
provide such machinery the staff will have to
be increased. Only to-day a friend pointed ont
to me that there is no difficulty whatever in
seeing to the registration and licensing of various
animals such as dogs. Nor is there. In my
ovwn electorate we have no fewer than jfour
officers with & staff to see that these licenses are
applied for and the requirements of the Act
complied with. But in the Electorsl Depart-
ment there is not one officer to see to the regie-
tration of changes of addrees. Therefore, to
pasa the Bill as printed, without making any pro-
vision for taking advantage of the machinery of
the Commonwealth department, will be to in-



1306

6roaso the coat to the State. I hope the Minister
will draft o clause enabling him by regulation
to make use of tho Commonwealth rolla. I
beliove provision has already been made in the
Commonwealth Parlisment for the States and
Commonwealth to work in together. Complaint
bas beon made of the cost of running duplicate
electoral departments, and I am eonvinced that
undor the Bill the cost to the State will be con-
siderably increased. It has been suggosted that
a8 we have some 2,000 honorary eleotoral officers,
these officera will sse to it that eloctors are com-
pulsorily enrolled, I do not think the Minister

il expoot an officer holding an honorary posi-
tion o take action and prosecute offenders.

The Attornoy General: The possibility of
such action being taken ought to have some
offact,

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN : But there is no such
possibility. The only system one can adopt ia
to endeavour a8 far a8 possible to work in con-
junction with the Commonwealth department.

Mr. Foloy: There i8 an nrrangemont now,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But there is no such
provision in the Bill, The Minister raised the
objoction that the boundarios of the sub-
divisions arp different from those of the State
elactoral districts, That matter can easily be
got over. It has been done bofore. The State
officers know the districts vory well and they
oan easily ascortain the fow eloctors affected by
the difforence in boundarics and mako a roll
transforring thoso clectors from the subdivision
to the oloctoral district under the State Act. I
am in favour of compulsory onrolment, but I
do not wish to seo the State put to any increased
¢ost in providing additional machinery whon such
machinery is already in existence. Another
Point of specinl interest to membera ropresenting
country districts : The existing Act provides that
all ballot boxes shall have an inner and an outer
oovor, Trequently ballot boxes have to be
oarripd considerable distancos to the returning
officer. In the inner cover is a slot for receiving
tho voting paper. 1T'he outer cover closes down
ovor this slot whon the ballot box is to be re.
moved from one booth to another.

The Attornoy General: Is not that amended
in the aschedulo ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The Bill provides that
the words * inner and outer cover” shall be
struck out. If the schedule is passed as printed
the ballot boxes will have only one cover which,
of course, will contain a slot. Before the ballot
pepers are placed in the box the inner cover is
sealod and is not again opened until the returning
officer counts the votes. Stmiliarly if the ballot
box is to bo transferred from one hooth to
another, the outer sover is closed down over the
slot and gealed, so that no person cen tamper
with the votes. But if tho provision is passed
the slot will be exposod all the time, and there
will be no proteckion against tampering with
the votes while the box is in transit. It is ensy,
for anyone who desires, to withdraw papers from
& ballot box when no ono is in charge of it, or a
person who wishes to be dishonest can readily
put other papers in. There is a possibility, alsa,
not only of a person withdrawing ballot papers
from the box but of his dropping a mabnl?e in
and burning the whole lot, and thus upsetting
the election, This is & matter which more
partioularly affeotsa the country districts. It
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does nobt s0 much concern the metropolitan
area. I hope the Attorney General will put &
olause in to bring this into conformity with the
Federal lawa, and give power if necessary, to
work in oconjunction with the Fodera]l Depart-
ment in regard to the compilation of rolls.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin) [5-16] : 1
regret: that the Government should bring in this
principle of compulsory enrolment. It appears
to me we are going to provide another set of
offences of a small nature, and that & lot of
peoﬂa moving about the country are geing to
be harrassed and fined in the way that they are
being harassed and fined in the Federal arenas,
through the principle of compulsory enrolment
being put on the statute-book., I believe in
every adult having the right to vote, but if
people do not bothor to enrol themselves they
should not be punished, I do not believe in
eompulsory enrolment any more than I believe
in compulsory voting. From time to &me,
when the Federal authorities sue people, they
are fined a few shillings because they have failed
to put their namos on the roll. The electoral
basia is in noed of reform, i&rticu]arly as re-
gards the relations between tho Commonwealth
and the State. It would have besn better for
the Qovernment to have left the control, so far
as the ballot box is concerned, in the hands of
the people who are public-apirited enough to
perform the bounden duty of seeing that their
namoes aroe put on the roll. They are the people
who tako an interest in the Government of the
country, and deserve their full say when the
olections are hold. It would have been batter
if the activities of the (Government had been
directed to an amalgamation with the Foderal
and Stato Eloctoral departments. I am quite
prepared to let the State Dopartment go, I do
not sce that we want a State as well as a Federal
department, and why the Faderal department
should not do the whola work as lon%aa the tax-
payors of the country are saved the immense
doublo expenge thoy have to bear to-day. I
feol that this expense will be increased very much
undor the principle of compulsory enroiment

The Attornoy General: Why ?

Mr. JOHNSTON : Bocause it will bo neces-
sary to have inspectors to go round and |
soo that the poople are enrolled, and to conduct
prosocutions, and this must mean a oon-
sidarable oxpenditure of money, unless it is
tho dosire of the Government—and I am sure
it is not that of the Attorney General—that the
new expenditure should be met by the tines that
aro imposed upon offanders against the prineiple
of compulsory enrolment. We can well hand
over this matter to the Federal Electoral De.
partment, Under the principle of adult suffrage,
which is common to the Federal House and the
State Legislative Assembly, ono roll should be
sufficient for the two purposes. I am aware
thet a second electoral roll must be kept for the
Legislative Council so long as the preseat some-
what out-of-date franchise for the Couneil exists.
The present expense of printing two asets of rolls
containing the namos of the same electors on the
adult franchise for the Fedoral Parlisment and
for the Lower House of this State is a ridioulous
expendibure.

The Attorney General: The boundaries are
not the same.
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Mr, JOHNSTON : Lot us fall into line with
the Federal boundaries, just as our boundaries
wore for many years coterminous with theirs.

Hon, T. Welker : The Commonwealth will not
alter their boundaries,

Mr. JOHNSTON : I think that when they
alter their boundarics they will make them
ooterminous with many of the present State
boundariea, If not, lot ws alter our own
boundaries, This js a matter which should he
capable of arrangement. If the Attorney
Gencral will make an effort to bring about an
eoonomy in this direotion he will be deserving
of the thanks of the community, I believe the
Attorney General is in gympathy with the ides
that the eleotors who hand their eclaims to

the oloctoral regietrar ahould get e receipt, At

present the Federal Government always gives a
receipt. I beliove there i3 s provision in the
Federal Electoral Aet whereby if a man's name is
not on the roll & receipt for his claim card quali.
fiee him for a vote, If we aro going to fine
people beoause their names are not on the roli,
it is only right that thoy ahould be given & receipt
for that claim when they hand it in &t the olec-
toral office. To-day such & receipt is obtainable
for every Federal claim lodged, but it is not
obtainable, even on application, for any State
electoral olaim. I hope the Attorney General will
permit, the amendment that [ have on the Notios
Paper to be incorporated in the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is too expensive for
ve. 'Wo use the Federal rolia now.

Mr, JOHNSTON : A receipt costs very little
monay.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: It costs 13d. for post-
age, in oach oase,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The receipts could be
handed to the elocter whon his claim waa tender-
ed. Even if it did cost Lid. in postage, and
prevented & man who had lodged a claim
oard from being fined hecause his neme
was not on the roll, ono would not raise
any objection. A man has no proteation againat
boing tined if such a receipt is not available to
him when he wanta it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Faderal authorities
Pay no pestage.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The point raised by the
member for North - East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) regarding the ballot boxes is an
important one, and T compliment him upon
his vigilance upon the matter. I wes not
aware that it was the desire of the Government
to ronder it poasible to remove the outer cover
of the ballot boxes,

.+ Tho Attorney General: There has been a
misundorstanding there.

Mr, JOHNSTON : To-day the Eleotoral De-
partiment own all the boxes necessary for elee-
tions in Western Australia, and all these boxes
have the two covers prescribed by the existing
law. It would be unsafe, where ballot hoxes
have to travel 40 miles or evon 100 miles on
unprotected goods trains for the outer cover to
be removed, Abt presont the outer cover is
sealed by the presiding officer for the district
concerned. It is essential for the protection of
the suffragos of the people that these outer
covera should be retained, If there is any in-
tention on the part of the Government to do
away with it I psk the Attorney General nob to
carry such intention into effeot.
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The Attorney General: It is not the intention

Mr, FOLEY {Leonora) [6-25]: 1 compiiment
the Attorney General upon having brought this
measure forward. Statements have been muade
againgt compulsory enrolment but very little
argument has been adduced against it. Even
the mombor for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. John-
ston) did not bring forwsrd any argument to
show why compulsory enrclment should not be
applied. Just ot elootion time there are persons
who are always grumbling because their nemes
are not on the roll.  These are the poople we
are going to save from thomselves by adopting
the system of compulsory enrolment. To these
people the Government can say *“ You have had
your opportunity snd have missed it.” If &

raon like that E&a misged his opportunity then

deserves to have some penalty imposed upon
him for doing so. The clause concerning oom.-
pulsory enrolment will permit of his being taught
a lesson. Apart from compulsory enrolment
1 beliove we will get & botter reflox of the opinion
of the people by adopting this principle. This
has been exemplified on many occasions in con-
nection with Foedoral elections, I do nob think
it is going to be an extra expense to the gountry,
There is an arrangement at present between the
Commonwealth and State Governments whereby
they can work in one. with the other. The
Commonwealth Government c¢an use the State
eloctoral papers to bring their rolls, which are
under the principle of compulsory enrolment,
up to date, and surely there could he some re.
ciprooity which would be of advantago to the
State.

Heon. W. O. Angwin: We must have
provision to do that,

Mr. FOLEY ; I contend that under Clause 2
of the Bill thero is provision that the Governor
may make regulations either gonerslly or ap-
plisable to any particular roll, specify the method
of properation and prescribe tho rules to be ob.
gerved in regard theroto. If that can be dona,
1 contend there is very littlo olse wantod.

The Attorney General: It was not intended

legal

for that.
Mr. FOLEY : I contend that it doea cover
that. It is not the opinion of the moember for

North-Esst Fremantle, and even the Attorney
General is not sure, We are making an amond-
mont to the Electoral Act, and we want to be
certain befors we pasa it. If we make sure of
what we are doing we shall be conforring & groater
benefit upon the elector than we could in any
other way. I should liko the Attornoy General
to go into the question, study tho legal phrase-
ology, end the legal aspect of it, and soe whether
we are on safe ground or not, Ongce he is satis-
tisad that we are on sound ground, then the
differences of opinion between hon. members
will not earry much weight. The point raised
by the member for North-Esst Fromaatle in
regard to the covering of the ballot boxes is an
important ono. I should like to be absolutely
certain as to what is intended.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is certain enough.

Mr. FOLEY: No individual ecan do very
much with tho box except ta destroy the papers.
There is no man who is connected with an eles-
tion who is not a partisan. There are mon who are
honest and impartisl in charge of our elsatoral
business, but if a man would tamper with an
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eloctoral ballot box be would bo partial and
would be doing something of & orimunal nature.
The position to my mind, is that he would not
be able to do much except by taking the papera
out.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Qr sotting firc to thom.

Mr. FOLEY : Yes, but be might destroy his
own papers s well as the others.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : And he might not.

My, FOLEY : In my own electorate I know
where opponents of mine would like to do & little
bit of harm.

Hon, W. C. Angwin :
in every electorate.

Mr. ’OLEY : But while there are very fow
who would do anything of that nature, it is
just as well to keep temptation out of their way.
I am glad the Attornoy General brought the
measure forward. Tt is & step in the right direc-
tion, I bolieve it is the initial courso to take
in the direction of bringing about the amalga-
mation of the two depoartmonts. I believe that
the boundaries of tho electorates could be re-
arranged and we would thus savo a considorable
minount of money and we would not only have a
more efficient roll but a better Parliamont as
well,

You will find thom

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [6-337: I am pleased
that this measure has been brought forward,
glthough I am sorry to find that provision has
rot boen made to bring about an amalgamation
betweon the State and the Foderal Elsctorsl
Dopartments. A censiderable saving would be
effectod by this amalgamation and we would
certainly heve a better voll, The Common.
wen]th method of enrolment is much preforable
to ours. We should provide every possible
facility to got olectoral claims flled. In the
country districts a lot of trouble has been ex-
perienced, especially where there have not been
police ofticers available. On the other hand,
the Commonwenlth Dapartment has very little
difficulty in gotting olaims witnessed. Their
method of enrolment is in the right direetion. I
would like the meesure to go furthor and to
insist on ocompulsory voting as well as com-
pulsory onrolment bocause one is the natural
corollary of the other., When the State de.
partment goes to the trouble of printing rolls
and hallot papers, and makes every provision
to give people opportunities to record their
votes, tho people should be compelled to do
their part. In that way thon we could get a
true reflex of the opinions of the electors, Until
auch time as that is done, we will only get the
views of a percentage of the electors—those
who will take the trouble to go to the poll to
record their votes. I wounid also like to eeo
the meagure brought into conformity with the
Foderal lew in regard to compulsory cnrolment.
Then again we have two sets of rolls, Federai
and State, Look at the big expense the dupli-
cation of these rolls means, wheress one set
would be quite sufficient. With regard to the
alteration of the boundaries, that iz a matter
which could easily be arranged.

The Attormoy General: Not so easy as it

seams,

Mr. CHESSON : Let the Commonwealth deal
with that matter and then we can bring sbout
reforms in that direction. With regard to re-
coipta for registration, I think the issue of those
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by the department is a good ides. Then in
the event of a man's name not appearing on the
roll, he could produce his receipt to show that
he had done his share, and he would then be
entitled to vote. In connection with Common-
wealth voting, if an elector's namo does not
appear on the roll, and he produces & recsipt
to ghow that he has done his part, the presiding
officer permits him to exercise his vote, When
an elsctor goes to all that trouble, he should be
permitted to voto on tho production of a receipt.
1 am pleased the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr, Angwin) has made reference to
the bellot . boxes. We all know that ballot
boxes contain an inner cupboard which is sealed,
that after the voting is concluded it is locked
up ond taken to the principal poiling centre,
and that it cannot be tampered with. I bope
provigion will bo made to preclude the poassi-
bility of anyono tampering with baliot boxes
in any shape or form.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5:-36]: I
much regret that, in introducing this reform
in connection with our pregent elsctoral syatera,
it has not been thought wike on the part of the
Government, or possible, or practicable, to go
further and to complete the work, The object
of the Bill, as it scoms to me now, is to save
the Electoral Department some of ita hitherto
very arduous duties.

The Attorney (eneral: And to get a good
roll.

Hon, T. WALKER : I am not always sture
that the party represonted hy the Attorney
General are desirous of having a good roll. I
remembor very vividly while tie Seoaddan
Government, were in oftice—

Mr, Troy: You mesn the Labour Govern-
ment.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Soaddan Labour
Government, I ocoupied the position now held
by the presont Attorney Genoral. I had charge
of the Electoral Department and tho elestions
were coming on, and there was no time to make
a thorough canvas of the State. It was an
expensive matter also, and with the desire to
avoid delay and expense, I recommended that
the electornl oflicers should have recourse to
the electoral rtolls of the Commonwealth, and
I remember the atorm that wag roised in con-
sequenco. It was a stufling of the rolls, it waa
an outrage, and names might get on which
seomned to frighten those who sat on the opposite
side of the Houss, Those then in opposition
did not want too many on the roll, ospecially
too many of those who wero not of the same
ereed as thoy wore politically.

Mr. Johnaton : You got us a good roll at that
time.

Hon, T, WALKER : It was one of the best
rolls and it bad very fow defects. I do not caro
bhow anxious hon. members may bo to have a
porfeot roll, however careful we are, we are bound
to find imperfoctions,

The Attorney General: You may lessen thom.

Hon. T. WALKER : That is true. I am not
complaining of the desire to put s burden and
repponsibility upon the citizens -to make them
do their duty as citizens, I think that is a good
principle. But it does not end it all. We must
put some reapomsibility too, on the shoulders
of the department. I know of a number of
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‘ngtances where men and women have had their
pames on the roll for yesrs, have never changed
their residence, and have suddenly found their
names omitted from the roll. Some busybodies,
some imperfect canvessing, or the non-delivery
of & lotter, caused the department to arrive at
the conclusion that the elector had forfeited
his or her elaim to vote. Tho name, therefore,
was taken off the roll.

Tho Attornoy Genoral: You can nover find
out how these names have been left out.

Hon. T. WALKER: In some instances it
has been possible. 1 made inquiries once. Some-
times it 8 purely a printer's error in making
the reprint by oot adding the new nemes, and
not toking out the lines, or too many names
have been taken out and not put back again.
There are, besidea printers’ otrors, errors in tho
Postal Dopartment and errors in the Eleotoral
Department itsolf. We make it an offence and
dm%lpcople from thoir peaceful duties to attend
to tho court, but wo do nothing to compensate
themn for loss of time when the fault is purely
and simply that of the Electoral Department
There should bo compensation. Whilst we are
about it we should have endeavoured to amalga-
mate the two rolls. For yosrs this has been
in contemplation. It has been discussed again
and again in this Assembly and moreover
negotistions have takon place botwesn the
Federal Government and our Government.
‘We reached such & point as to send our Chief
Electoral Officer to the Eastern States to confer
with the Federal olficers and the State clectoral
officors thero, and we have had cxtensive re
porta proparod which my friend the Attorney
General will find in his department. Those
reporta show the possibility, the feasibility
and tho osse with which necessary alterations
¢an be made in tho direction of having one
electoral office in the Stato, and in fact one
elootoral roll. The advantago is obvious. There
will be o saving in printing and a saving in staff.
Hon. members know that the Federal con-
stituencios consist of a number of the constitu-
onciea of the Stato. The State clectorates are
neither more nor less than divisions of the
Fedoral constituencies, Qur eclectorates would
simply be divisions of tho Commonwealth oon-
gtituoncies. I know there is a fear on the part
of the olostoral authorities that no sooner would
wae gobt an adjustmont of tho divisions of the
Commonwealth to State oloctorates than there
might be a ro-distribution of seats, which would
altor the whole arrangement, but that still is a
mattor easy of adjustment by proper legislation.

Tho Attornoy General: You must have joint
aotion betwaen the two Tarlinments,

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, and the
Commonwoalth have agreed to do it. It ia the
State which has been lagging behind all the
timo. Whon I woes Attorney Genoral, 1 had
& distinet promise from the Minister controlling
electoral matters in the Commonwealth that
this would bo dono as soon as we came to the
nocessary agreement.

Hon. W. €, Angwin; I think they havo intro-
duced legislation,

Hon. T. WALKER : Yos, but any alteration,
of course, must be made with our approval and
guthority. The Commonwealth wont so far as
to arrange tho details of office. Mr. Stenberg

was sent to Melbourne especially to confer as to.
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how the matter could bo made workable without
friction, and his rcports are in the Attorney
General's Departmont. In the circumstances,
I do not know why we should stop here or why
the Attorney General ia introducing this legis-
lation piece meal. I do not wish to vote agninst
the sccond roading becauso it does not go far
enough. I am anxious to get every little acces-
gion to amaoth working and shall vote for the
second reading, but I object to the want of
comprehensivencss and a sense of the needs of
the situation. While the Attorney General was
et it, why did not he introduce compulsory
voting #+  What is the value of citizenship if
it conaists of no more than heving names printed
on o roll. That is not the exercise of citizen-
ghip. The full value is the electoral aet, the
act of the voter. Morely to record that so many
men are entitled to be put on the roll counts
for nothing ; it is not part of the vitality of the
State. Citizons must exeroise the right or it
is of no value whatever, Thu hon, member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) has shown
me Ghe lateat Commonswealth Hioctoral Act,
No. 27 of 1918, which sets forth that the Governor
General may arrange with the Governor of the
State for the preparation, alteration, and re-
vision of the rolls in any manner consistent
with the provisions of this Act conjointly by
the Commonwealth and the State to the intent
that tho rolls may be used for State elections
a8 well as for Commonwealth elections, Thus
machinery haa been provided by the Common-
wealth, and it is wo who are lagging behind.
If the Attorney General is anxious to go further,
he might still mako provision for complying
with the Commonwealth Act of 1918. He
might go still further ; he might sét the Common-
weslth the example of making the act of voting
compulsory. What is the good of a man being
fined for not having his name on the roll when,
if he gots his name on the roll, he does not care
o hang whether ke exercises his right or not ?

Mr. Pickering: You are going to make ib
compulsory voting.

Hon. T. WALKER : Undoubtedly.

Mr. Rocke: But you cannot compel a man
to vote, _

Hon. T. WALKER : Why not ?

Me. Rocke: You cannot provent him from
destroying his voting paper or maaking it in-
formal,

Mr. Pickering : A man would not be likely to
do that deliberately,

Hon. T. WALKER: If a porson, without
good roason neglects or refnses to comply with
the Act of the Commonwealth or with this Bill
after it becomes law, that is, neglects to send
in a claim, ho may be dragged from hia work
for evor 80 great a distance in some parts of the
country and taken before a magistrate. Thore
he may be compelled to go through a form of
trial and have & fine inflicted upon him, That
ia for merely not sending in his name to be print-
od on a dead piecc of paper, but we take no
action against persons for neglecting to perform
the duties of citizenship whic%: include going to
the ballot box or taking other means to record
their votes. So long aa we have filled up the
roll, that is to be the end of citizenship, That
to mo is nothing ; it implies no duty of citizen-
ship. Tho object of an electoral Act is to get
eleatoral machinory so that wo can be surs we
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have the viows of the people, not a section of
the people, but the whole of the people, for
everyone should have to vote es is the case wi
members during a division in this" House, When
any important question ia put to the House
wo have a division, and every member in the
Chamber muat sit on one side of the House or
the other. 8o it should be with the peopls,
When an important election takes place and
at principles involving tho future of the
tate are intimately oconcorned, tho people
should vote, all of them, and there should be
no excuse for not voting, It I may mee the ox.
prossion, we should have our division, in the
nation,

Mr, Johnston : Why make a labour sup-
porter vote when thero are only two Country
party candidates ?

Hon. 7. WALKER: If only two country
party mon are nominated, one must be better
than the other, and the electors ehould choose
tho better one. Some of our elections are farces.
It is not a case of tho people appointing mem-
bers, but it is a quostion of who offers. When
we had the terrible droughts in this country
and required to huy feed for our cattle and
horses, we had to buy rotten, miserable stuff,
and we had to pay heavy prices for it. So, in &
country district, where there is only o country
party nominee, we have to take him, but if
thero aro two of these gountry bumpking stand-
ing, we should sclect the better one. We should
not allow them to walk in just becouse they
like to nominate themselvea ; the worst of them
could bo taught a lesson, If people were com-
polled to vote, thoy would see more to the seloc-
tion of bettor candidates. They would show a
general interest and thore would not be these
upstarta coming nlong to catch a temporary lull
in the political oxcitement and obtain a walk-
over, ag it were, whon no one wag looking.

Mr. Pickering: You are not confining your
remarks to the Country party, I hope ?

Hon. T. WALKER: No, the Country party
wore introduced and I take it that is where
such a thing is likely to happon.

Mr. Joknston: Your party would not allow
two men to nominate.

Hon. T. WALEKER: They might; it is
quite possible. If the whole of the people
were compelled, not only to have their
names put on the rolls, but to make a choice
of candidates, they would have to think
and reason aed examine and take an interest
and participate n the views and the know-
ledge aflout with regard to the election.
Thus they would he able to make a wiger
choice, the better men would be sclected.
I am sorry the Government have npt seen
fit to go so far as that. Regarding the
point taised by the member for North-East
Fremantle, why in the name of goodness
has the Attorney General made the altera-
tions in the scheduvle dealing with the bal-
lot box? T eannot understand the motive
for it. Ts the ballot box tos evmbersome?
Seetion 110 of the law us it stands states—

Each polling place or section of a

polling place shall be provided with a

ballot box having an inner and an outer

eover, with a lock and key to each, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

with a cleft in the inner cover for re-

ceiving the ballot papers.

It is proposed to alter this by omitting
certain worda mentioned in the schedule so
that we sghall have an ordinary box with a
lock and key and a eleft.

Mr. Troy: Why alter the present condi-
tions?

Hon. T. WALEKER: I do not know; we
have not had any explanation,

Mr Johnston: We have the dcuble hox
now.

Mon, T. WALKER: Exactly;
mean the construction of new boxes,

The Attorney Gencral: I am not surprised
at the hon, wember raising the point. I ghall
put it right. The view of the hon. member
is not accord with the position as it waa
represented to me.

Hon. T. WALKER: I hope the Minister
will be able to put it right. Subelause 1
of Section 116 of the Act states—

Before any vote is taken, the presiding
officer shall exhibit the ballot hox empty,
and sghall then securely fasten and seal
its inner cover so that nothing can be
remaved without breaking the seal.

The propesal is to omit ‘‘its inner cover.”’
That, to me, i3 an extraordicary change,
more particularly because, as was pointed
out by interjection, we have all the machi-
nery now for conducting elections in this
form. We are not at a loss to go on with
these things to-morrow. In some country
districts the hoxes may be too heavy, owing
to having been Dbuilt on too ponderous a
scale; though I have never heard any com-
plaints in that respeet. It is essential that
we should have security in regard to these
ballot boxes., I do not wish te throw any
doubt whatever upon election officers or
clectioneering agents, but we do know that
certain things are possible. Human nature
is very strange at times, and particularly at
election times, when people de things they
would not think of doing under ordinary cir-
cnimstances, through there being a great
stress upon them in times of political crisis.
The boxes, if altered as suggested by this
Bill, would become casy of access to who-
aver desired to tamper with the contents.
If the amendment is earried, we should
have no sense of sccurity that a vote put
into the ballot box would he ecunted and
reach its destination and have its value in
the decision of the election. Every pre-
caution shonld be taken to make the ballot
box if possible even more secure. "We have
provided for imner and outer ecovers.

The Attorney General: That is where the
tronble has arisen.

Hon. T. WALKER: I think there is some
confusion.  The existing law provides
that—

Each polling place or seetion of a poll-
ing place shall be provided with a ballot
box having both an inmer and an outer
cover, with a lock and key to each.

The Attorney General: That means an
inner box amd an outer box,

it will
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have never yet
seen a doubls box.

Hon. T. WALKER: If we make the al-
terations suggested in the schedule, we
ghall render it possible to have a box with
a cleft at the top, and no more, There is
no provision for a cover to the cleft, so
that there will be aecess to the box for
anybody who likes to tamper with the box
or with the papers in it. We havo had no
explanation of the reason for this suggesied
alteration. We want to Iearn from the At-
torncy General what has prompted this
change. I cannet sec that it iz 2 mere mat-
ter of interpretation. The appearance is
almost as though the Attorney General or his
eloctoral officers simply wanted to make the
box more accessible. Having drawn atten-
tion to that point, I oniy want to deal with
one other phase of the Bill. T observe that
all the fines and penalties and duties are
upon these who vote for members of this
Assembly, No fine or penalty is imposed for
being off the Council rolls—none whatever.
And yet I think it is the duty of the Legis-
iative Councillors particularly to see to
their own olectoral huginess. Is it presumed
that every man who lhas a right to be on
the Council roll will take eare to see that
he gets there? Why not fine that man for
neglecting to have his name upon the roll¥
As things go, the Uouncil is a very import-
ant branch of our legislature; and yet we
c¢an have a meagre, paltry roll, with balf the
people entitfd to be on the roll  omitted
from it, If we are to have twn Houses of
Parlizment, if another place i3 of any value,
then it is incumbent upon the clectors to
have their names upon the Couneil roll
Those electors have a right to do their duty,
as well as the eleetors for the Legislative
Asgembly. Why net put both sets of elee-
tors on the same footing? DMMore particu-
larly would I desire that, sines the whole
controversy is about being on the Couneil
roll, We shall have the strange phenomenon,
it this BN hecomes law, that we shall
be able to drag to the eourts people who are
not upon the Assembly roll, and other peo-
ple who are upon the Council roll. That is
an inconsistency which this Bill is liable to
ercate. We have seen innumerable prose-
cutions against people whose names have got
upon the Couneil roll. They have been
fined, and sometimes heavily fined, apart
from the loss of time and the worry and
aamoyanee involved in the legal proceedings,
for having their names upon the Council
roll. What an anomaly that is! Let us have
the same penalty for gne eclass of electors
ag for the other. If Assembly electors are
to be fined for not being upon the roll, let
us also fine electors qualified for the Legis-
lative Couneil if they are not upon the roll,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, T. P.
Draper—West Perth—in réply} [6.8]: This
Hill i3, of course, a won-party measure, al-
thongh it is introduoeed by the Government.
When I introduced it I said that I would
weleome, and was quite willing to aceept,

suggestions from hon. members. I feel sure
that it is the desire of all ot us to obtain as
good a rell as possible. A great deal has
Leen said about amalgamating our electoral
volls with thie Federal roll. I have not spent
in the ofiive of Attorney General as long o
period as was spent there by the member
ior Kanowna (Mr, Walker), and I can only
speak ftrom my own experience. As far as
[ can judge and am advised, I do not think
any complcte amalgamation of the Federal
and State rolls can be effected unless weo
have the electorates coterminous; which
would mean four or five State electorates -
ingide one Commonwealth electorate. The
diffiecnlty would be to obtain complete satis-
faction in making the clectorates cotermin.
ous. Personally, I think this impossible,
unless we are willing, no matter what the
Federal divisions may be, ailways to aiter
our eclectorates for the Assembly to suit the
divisions for the House of Representatives,
That iz how -the matter strikes me from a
practical point of view,

Hon. T. Walker: It is hardly that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I should
be very glud to find it was not so, because
I quite rcalise that if we could have one
Eleetoral Department instead of two if
wonld be a great advantage to everyhody.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Could you not ar-
range to make use of the Federal roll?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The memn-
ber for North-East 1remantle (Mr. Angwia}
has pointed out that in the FPederal Flectoral
Aet passed last year there is power for the
Governor General to arrange with the Gov-
ernors of the Btates to make rules so far as
they would be consistent with the provisions
of the Federal Aet. That means being
guided to some extent by the divisions
laid down in that Act. However, there is
machinery which certainly contains a usefnl
suggestion for a corresponding clause to be
inserted in the present Bill during the Com-
niittes stage. T do not propose to go into
Committee to-night. Wa could no doubt ob-
tain some assistance from the Federal roll
Personaily T ean see no harm in permitting
the Chief Electoral Officer to use, amongst
the materials for making up his own roll,
the cvidence which has already been ob-
tained for and tabulated in the Tedoral rolls.
I will endeavour to have a elaunse drafted
which will meet the wishes of hon, members
upon this point. An amendment was sug-
gested by the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Jobuston). As far as that goes, it is
a wvery simple matter to provide that if a
man lodges a elaim card himself he shall
get a receipt; but if a reeeipt is to be sent
to every man who lodges an electoral claim,
then, as pointed out by the member for
North-liast Fremanile, the State will be put
to considerable expense,

Hon, W. O, Angwin: Half-a-dozen re-
ceipts might have to be sent to the same
man in the conrse of a year.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If a real
injustice resulted from the present system,
the expense would not be worth considera-
tion; but T am not at all sure that the
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amendment suggested by the member for
Williams-Narrogin is necessary. The mem-
ber for Kanowna has suggested that we
should ge in for a system of compulsory
voting. 1 candidly admit that my Parlia-
mentary education so far does not induce
me to support a system of compulsory vot-
ing. It may be that I am wrong, but at
present I certainly would not advocate such
a system. L think it would lead to a great
deal of hardship, and certainly to a great
deal of ill-fecling. After all said and done,
il a man or a woman does not want to vote,
there does not seem to be any use in com-
pelling him or her to vote.

8itting sugpended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for KKanowna {(Mr. Walker) raised the
objection that the Bill does not apply the
compulsory system of registration to the
rolls of the Legislative Council, The obvious
answer to that is that, whereas we have a
very simple franchise for the Assembly, the
franehise for the Council is of a compound
nature and it would be lardly fair to com.
pel the electors to register their qualifications
for the Council at the present time. In ref-
arence to the sehedule, which I infermed the
Honze contained certain amendments, a diffi-
culty has been pointed out by the member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin). T
was under the impression that the ballet
boxes which were made originally to comply
with the Aet were really two hoxes, oune in-
side the other; hut after communicating
with the Chief Electoral Officer, T find I was
wrong. We use to some extent the Federal
boxes, and the Federal people also use ours.
Wo desire to be in a position to continue
that practice. The present ballot hoxes have
a slot in the top. The Federal box, T under-
stand, instead of an outer 1id to shut down
over that slot, has a clasp or fastening which
covers the slot. I admit that the words
in the amendment in the schednle are not
quite appropriate. That is really my fauilt
in not having wndersiood precisely what was
required. However, that ean easily be put
right in Committee. I will see to it. I de
not think any hon. member would lHke to
see a ballot box with an exposed slot in the
lid sent by train or other conveyance to the
office where the poll is being counted. When
in Committee T will see that the necessary
amendment i3 inserted to meet the objection
taken by the hon. member.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

BILL—CARNARVON ELECTRIC
LIGHT AND POWER.

Seeond Reading.

The ATTIRNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P.
Draper—West Perth) [7.35] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill i3 of a vali-
dating nature. The Carnarvon municipality
some time ago purchased a plant for snp-
plying eleetric current to the residents of
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Carnarvon. After carrying on this business
Lor @ short time the council found their
Lorrowing powers were iusuflicient to pay
sinking fund on the loan. They met the
interest charges out of the ordinary revenue,
hat so far they have not provided sinking
fund.

iTon. W, C. Angwin: [ warned them of
the position before they purchased.

The AT'FGRNEY UENERAL: In 1914 a
coneesston was gramed by the mayor and
conncillors of Carnurven to the Carmarvon
Kleetrie Light and Power (o, Lbd., giving
that company an cxelosive right to supply
electric light and jower within the lmits of
the muuicipality, ‘Line company, in pursu-
ance of that <concugsion, acqnired certain
fand, erceted muchinery and laid down the
necessary maing nnd pipes for the earrying
on of their business. In 1916 the Carnarvon
mwnicipality purchased the compauy’s land,
machinery, and plant for £3,000, and since
that date has carried on the business of the
company in supplying electric eurrent, In
order to complete that purchase the mumiei-
pality horrowed £3,000, and levied the maxi-
mum rate laid down by the Municipalities
Act for the purpose of interest and ainking
fund on the loan. They have not established
a sinking tund as required by the Munici-
palities Asct. The municipality now asks
that their action should e confirmed and
validatad, and that they skould he authorised
to chuvge a spoeial lighting rate in respect
of tlns loan. Those are the facts out of
which the Bill arises, The object of the
Bill is to give the necessary power to the
Carnarven mmnicipality to continune to carry
on the business. It is not uncommon for
municipalitics to come and agk tor additional
powers to carry on undertakings which they
have engared in for the benefit of the resi-
dents of the munieipalitv. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantie) [7.417: T am not going to oppose
the Bll, Before the municipality entered
into this undertaking I, as Minister for
Works, noiuted out to them that in all prob-
ability the scheme would not be a payable
proposition. However, they believed that
within a month or twe after taking over the
concern. it woull prove payable. The posi-
tion was that the rates they wére permitted
to strike for the porposes of the loan wero
not sufficient te enable them to borrow
money for the undertaking. If T mistake
not, when Mr. Johnson was Minister for
Works an  Act was passed empowering
municipalities, with the permission of the
Governgr in Council, to enfer into undertak-
ings. Termission was given to the Carnar-
von munjcipality under the provisions of
that Act. The Bill is to provide them with
extra rating powers to make np interest and
ginking fund. The local authoritics of Car-
narvon did not go into this undertaking
blindfolded. Mr. Hancoek, one of the de-
partment’s officers, went into the question
thoroughlv, and advized them of the pogi-
tion, Btill, the municipality thought it was
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in the best interests of the district that they
should take up the scheme. A considerable
amount of money had been expended in in-
stalling fhe plant. If the Carparvon muni-
cipality had not taken over this scheme, which
they got at considerably less than the eost
of the installation, the town would have been
in darkness. The plant, some of which was
not paid for by the eompany, would have
been removed, and it would have been of
serious consequence to the town if the
plant had been removed as threatened. In
the intercats of the distriet there is no doubt
the municipality neted wisely in taking over
the electrie lighting plant. In all probability
gome of those who promised the municipal-
ity that they wounld use the electric light
have not carried out their promises. The
result is the scheme is not paying as well as
it was hoped it would, necessitating the
charge of a speeinl rate to pay the sinking
fund. Iun the c¢ireumstances I have no ob-
jection to this Bill being passed.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [7.45}: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Ang-
win) is well posted in this matter,and I do
not intend to take up the time of the House
in going over the ground again. The acquir-
ing of the electric light plant from a pri-
vate company has proved of considerabls
benefit to Carnarvon. Previous to that we
had several different kinds of instailations

for street lighting and for the vari-
ons other public buildings, and they
all proved to be failures.  Kerosene

lighting was wsed, and we tried gas and also
the acctylene gas plant. Sinec the clectric
light has been installed, however, Carnarvon
has become one of the most enlightened
towns in the State. I think that was proved
at the last clection. It has been of benefit
even to those who are not subseribers, in
that they participate in the street lighting,
and the town has been enabled to have a
picture theatre and other benefits of this
kind, We have not had the number of sub-
scribers to the installation that the muni-
cipality thought at the time would have
been fortheoming, but it is only a matter of
a little time when this diffienlty will he over-
come. With the advent of the meat works
we hope for a much larger population. There
is & number of important buildings now be-
ing erected, and I think the council will
shortly be in a better financial position than
it ig in at present. T ask the House to pass
the sccond reading of this Bill, which is
only to validate what appears to have been
an oversight in the past, and to enable the
eouncil to strike a lighting rate, which they
cannot do at present because already their
rating iz up to 1s 6d., the maximum rate
allowed by the Municipalities Act. I support
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.48]:
More information than has yet been given
upon this measure might waell be afforded
to hon. members, While it is necessary to
validate this irregnlar action on the part of
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the Carnarvon couneil, the House ought to
hesitate bofore giving them, in view of
their indiseretion in the past, the authority
to strike an electric lighting rate of 1s.
Gd. in the pound. It may be all very well
for the business centres which will derive
wost of the benefit from the electric light
scheme, but for the dwellers in other than
the main streets, however, not nearly the
same amount of bencflit will be forthcom-
ing. Tt will be hard for them if they are
ealled npon to pay the special rate for this
purpose, in addition to the ordinary rate
of 1s. 6d.- in the pound. The House will be
well adviged in Committee to have thiat
clauge struck ont. I should like further in.
formation on the point as to whether it is
advisable or not to allow the Carnarvon
council to strike this speeial rate. This is
not the only mumclpal council thiat is bank-
cupt, or semi-bankrupt, in the State, which
special  lighting  facilities, and
which may degire to buy ont some wild cat
scheme, such as is the case apparently with
the Carnarven council. I do not know the
value of the assets that this Carnarvon
couneil are getting for their £3,000, but I
know that if their business acumen nnd
their business dircetion of affairs are in
keeping with those of many other muniei-
palities of the State, possibly they have not
got half the value for their money. The in-
debtedness of most of the municipalities in
the State is due to the absolutely stupid
bnngling of the councillors in buying electric
light schemes.

Mr, Johngton: What about the Kalgoorlie
scheme? That is very successful,

Mr. LAMBERT: Let the hon. member
speak for his own electorate. I speak with
more authority on the subjeet than the hom.
member because I was interested in the
scheme myself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I ean understand the
bungling now.

Mr. LAMBERT : Most of the small muni-
cipalities, in their desire to have a semi-
finsh electric light station of their own,
have committed the raiepayers to consider-
able expense. I could go to the outback
enuntry of Kookynie, or to Kanowna, or
Boulder

Mr, Foley: Where i8 there any electrie
light in the back country of Kookynict

Mr. LAMBERT: There was one there.

Mr, Foley: Not at all. Tou cannot tell
me of any electric light scheme in the back
conuntry of Kookynie,

Mr. LAMBERT: I have been there and
seen it working,

The Minister for Works: There was a loss
of £1,600 on it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Here is 2 glaring ex-
ample of the incapacity of town councillors
to direct electric light affairs of that des-
cription,

Mr. Foley: They did not direct it there.

Mr. LAMBERT: Take Ealgoorlie, Boul-
der, or Coolgardie! There is a considerable
amount of bungling in these small munici-
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palities, though I do not hold them alto-
gether blamable, in that they have heen
allowed indiseriminately to buy these elec-
trie light plants about which they know no-

thing. I take it for granfed thai this pat.

riotie body at Carnarvon allewed a private
company to eome in and gain o concession,
‘When the concession was useless to these
boodlers they weunt cap in hand to the Car-
narvon council and said, ‘‘If you do mnot
buy it we will allow your town to remain in
darkness.’” 'That is whai has happened in
cvery municipality where these boodlers
have been allowed to come in and usarp the
functions of the town council by virtue of
being granted concessions to light the muai-
cipality. They come along afterwards, as is
the ease of Carnarvon, and say that if the
council do mot buy their plant, they will
leave the town in darkness. In Coolgardic
a private ecompany, after having had the
¢ream of Coolgardie, said the same thing to
the Coolgardie councii. The local anthority,
however; did not buy the plant and then
ask Parliament to ratify some irregular acts
of theirs, but said they had not the money,
and even if they had the money would not
feel justified in paying that amount for the
plant. Can the member for Carnarvon give
us any idea of the valne of the plant, whe-
ther the people of Carnarvon have been con-
sulted by referendum, and whether they de-
sire to be saddled with the rate of 1s. 6d.
in the pound. It is an extraordinary thing
to ask Parliament to give this power to the
eouncil to strike a special rate to cover the
sinking fund, for which provision is made
in the Municipalities Aet. TUnless some in-
formation is forthecoming upon that point,
the House wonld be justified in preventing
the council from giving these cxtraordinary
powers under this validating mecasure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Adttorney
(General in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Claugse 2—+Purehase of electric light and
power works ratified:

Mr. JOHNSTON: There is nothing to
show the rate of interest on the debenturcs;
the whole thing seems te have been sub-
mitted to us by way of a blank cheque.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T regret I
cannot give the hon. memher the informa-
tion he asks for. The rate of interest on
munieipal debentnres is not high and may
vary from 4 to 6 per cent. Whatever the
rate is, T ask the Committee if that is any
reason why the clause should not be passed?
This Bill has been agked for by the muni-
cipal council, which took ever the undertak-
ing of the company which had been formed
to supply the town with electric light. Al
that is required is power to enable the muni-
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cipal couneil to pay the sinking fund im
conncction with the loanm.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 3—Amount not to be taken into
aceonnt in estimating limit of borrowing
powers,

Mr. 'LAMBERT: 8hould not this be con-
gidered in connection with the limitation of
borrowing under the Municipalities Act; is
there a precedent for it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
rather surprising that oppesition should
come from the member for Coolgardie on
this subjeet because, after all sai@ and done,
the Carnarvon municipality ias really only
trying to carry out municipal enterprise.

Mr. Lambert: As a matter of fact, they
have killed it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member may have information that is not in
my possession. T should say that it was a
Inudable object that the Carnarvon muni-
eipalily had in view. Hon. members are
aware that the powers of a municipality to
borrow for ordinary purposes are limited to
ten times the amount of the revenuoe. The
Carnarvon municipality proposes to expend
noneys on something which is outside the
ordinary purposes of the munnicipality and
the undertaking is one which will prove
revenue producing, and there is no reason
why the additional power sought should not
e giver to the municipality.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is done frequently.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4—Special rate:

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: I do not like this
system of rating, If money is borrowed to
carry on these undertakings it is necessary

- to have a speeial Bill to provide interest and

ginking fund, otherwise a lighting rate will
have to be struck. A lighting rate, however,
is rarely struck, This wili not be a lighting
rate; it will be a loan rate.

Tlie Attorney General: It is a misnomer.

Hon. W. G ANGWIN: In other instances
municipalities have been compelled to strike
a rate to provide interest and sinking fund.

Mr. LAMBERT: As the member for
Gascoyne has told us this enterprise will
afford the people in that town an oppor-
tunity of having a picture palace and it will
enable the publicans and others interested
to do dway with other methods .of lighting,
such as kerosene, gasolene, and ali other
“‘eeng,’’ and provision is made to secnre the
W.A, Trustee, Executor, and Agency Com-
pany, [Ad., over the whole of the rateable
property of the mmnicipality for the repay-
ment of this loan, Tt-is not within the pro-
vinee of Parliament to sanetion anything of
that description. What about the people
living in the residentizl portions of the town?®
Are they going to benefit by this money-
lending concern being given a first mortgage
over the property in the town? The proceed-
ing is irregular and the Gommittee would be
wrong in sanctioning anything of the kind
proposed. Until we know whether the wishes
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of the ratepayers of that particular muni-
cipality have becn consulted it would be
wrong on our part to sanction the proposal
The vates in this country are heavy emough.
I can give the Attorney General instances of
what bungling bumbles have done right
throughout this country in conncction with
ondertakings of a similar kind, Only a few
years age the Kalgoorlie municipality con-
ceived the splendid idea of putting in acen-
mulators. Notwithstanding that Mr. Crocker,
now engiuneer in charge of the eleetric light-
ing scheme in Perth, advised against such a
course, the eouncillors held a special weeting
and hurriedly sanctioned the expenditure of
£7,000 for accomulators. And in three or
four ycars’ time thoze accnmulaters were
worn out and had to be thrown out. At
Boulder an exactly similar thing has taken
place.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
the clause about accumulators. The hon,
member must confing himself to the point.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am only trying to
illustrate the danger of giving indiscrimi-
nate license to municipalities by permitting
them to buy plants and then asking Parlia-
ment to ratify what has been done. This
may be only to enable the few publicans
there and others to diseard their present
method of lighting

Mr. Robinson: You have fold us that be-
fore.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Can-
ning often repeats himself.

Mr. Robinson: I have not spoken for six
wecks.

Mr. LAMBERT: Owing to the fact that
Le has not been here,

Mr, Robinson: I have been here constantly,

Mr. LAMBERT: We should hesitate be-
fore allowing this indebtedness to be made
a first eharge on the freehold property of
Carnarvon, TIf the people had agreed to
thig

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They agreed to buy
the plant.

Mr. LAMBERT: But did they agree to
the rate?

Mr. Brown:

There was no opposition to

*

.
Mr, LAMBERT: I hope a way will he
found to safeguard the interests of the rate-

payers,
My, JOHNSTON: 1 move an amend-

ment—
That in line 4 the word “‘may’’ be

struck out and the word ‘‘ghall’’ inserted

in lien.

Members will recolleet the tronble we had
with some of those same ratepayers in re-
gard to the Gaseoyne Vermin Rill; they re-
fused to impose a rate, and we showld be
wanting in our dnty if we left it to their
discretion to strike the necessary rate in
this ease. Therefore the striking. of the
rate should be made mandatory,

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: I hope the amend-
ment will be withdrawn. The Government
have not advanced the meney in this instance
and that makes all the differencs, The

1315

Municipal Corporations Aet provides clearly
what line of action shall be taken before a
lighting vate shall be charged. There is
nothing to hinder the municipality bluffing
the people that they are compelled to pay
2 one and sixpenuy rate, and then supplying
electricity at a lower rate than thaf at which
they can generate it, .

Mr, Hudson: I take it they are supplying
private consumers,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Yes. I believe a
vote of ratopayers was taken beforc the
conneil applied for permission to purchase,
They got the undertaking for a couple of
thousand pounds less than it cost to instal,
but the Government engineer reported that it
would be impossible to make it a paying
proposition. However, other people guaran-
teed to take current if the municipality made
the purchaso. This is not o lighting rate as
contemplated by the Municipal Corporations
Act.

The Attorney General: Perhaps it would
be as well tn strike out the word ‘‘lighting.”’

Mr. ANGELO: I agree with the member
for North-East Fremantle. This is not really
a lighting rate, but an increase in the loan
rate. However, thg clause points out that
the special rate is “required to provide in-
terest and sinking fund for this one under-
taking, [f the Act gave poiwer to increase
the loan rate, it might be used for some other
purpose.

Mr. Lambert: You could get authority to
strike a loan rate.

Mr. ANGELO: The municipality Rds al-
ready reached the limit. Most municipali-
ties in this State have been bolstered up
with Government assistance but Carnarvon
has not.  Therc wag a lean of £2,000 to
assigt the Government to earry ont foreshore
repairs. No other municipality in the State
has had to face a loan of that deseription,
There is no stone within 40 or 50 miles of
Carnarvon and thus the cost of road con-
struetion and maintenance is partieularly
heavy.

The Minister for Mines interjectad.

Mr. ANGELO: Metropolitan members do
not seem to eare a serap zbout the Northern
districts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That iy not fair.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not include the mem-
her for North-East Fremantle,

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. Foley: On a point of order, there is
such a buzz of conversation going on that I
eannot hear what is being said.

The CHATRMAN: I have already ealled
for order.

Mr: ANGELO: 'The muonieipality want
Fhe nght to impose this special rate which is
in addition to the loan rate, but wish it to
be kept separate and used for this purpose
and this only,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. LAMBERT: Will the Attorney Gen-
eral agree to a provision for a referendnm of
the ratepayers before this rate is struck?

.. The Minister for Mines: They might turn
it dowmn.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have had one.
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Mr. LAMDERT:
purchased the plant.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They sanctioned the
purchase and must pay for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: There should be some
safeguard for the ratepayers.

Mr, Foley: This shows the brains of the
munieipality. '

Mr. LAMBERT: When the municipality
are up to their eyes in debt and have reached
the limit of their horrowing powers, we are
justified in taking steps to safeguard the
interests of the ratepayers. How many
people are using this current; fifty?

Mr. Angelo: About 500.

Mr. LAMBERT: Current might be sup-
plied for less than cost. The Attorney Gen-
eral should sce that the interests of the rate-
payers are conserved. I ask him to consider
the question of taking a referendum of the
ratepayers on the same lines as if this
money were being borrowed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T dsk that
progress he reported.

That was when they

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

* Progress reported.

BILL—-POSTPONED DEBTS.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, T.
P. Draper—West Perth) [8.32] in moving
the second reading said: This short Bill is
necessary owing to the operation during the
war of the Postponement of Debts Aet and
of the moratorinm regulations under the
Federal War Precautions Act. TUnder the
Postponement of Debts Aet—that is the
local Act—certain debts have been post-
poned by proclamation; and under the Fed-
eral moratorium regulations creditors have
been prevented from suing, or teking pro-
ecedings against, - debtorgs during the opera-
tion of those regulations. As we all know,
the war went on for a lengthy period; and
the Postponement of Debts Act has been
in operation for several years, as likewise
have the moratorium regulations. Hon.
members are aware that one cannot take
proceedings to recover 2 debt after the
lapse of a certain number of years. Thare
are varions statutes, called Statutes of
TLimitations, which impose a limit upon the
time during which proceedings may be
taken to recover debts. The principal one
with which we are concerned is the Act
which preseribes that one ecannot take pro-
ceedings to” recover a gimple contract debt
after gix years. It will be obvious to hon.
members that some portion of this period
of six years may have run during the period
that these debis have been postponed under
our Act; and mot only may they have heen
poatponed, but they may have expired dur-
ing that period. Tt is only fair to the ere-
ditors, therefore, that the debtors who had
the advantage of their debts being post-
poned for certain purposes, should not now
be able to eseape payment of debts justly
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owing merely on account of the period hav-
ing elapsed, portion of that period being
one during which no proccediugs could have
been taken. This Bill is really an obvious
result of the Postpouement of Debis Act,
and one which I trust hon, members will
carry without hesitation. The Bill consists
practically of one c¢lause, which hon. mem-
bers have before them. Subelause (2) of
Clavse 2 deals with the validation of cer-
tain proclamations which have been made
under the Postponement of Debts Aect.
From time to time hon. members may have
cbserved by the newspapera that disputes
have arisen in the law courts as to some of
the proclamations which were made being
ultra vires of the Aet; and there has also
beeu correspondence in' the Press on the
subject. For the purpose of considering
whether the time during which debtors were
protected should be excluded from tbe period
reckoned by the 8Statute of Limitations,
those proclamations are to be decemed to
have been validly made. It is really enly a
necessary machinery provision to give effect
to the Bill without dispute. I move—

That the Bill be now
timae,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

read a second

In Committes,

Bill ]h)assed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20,
Tn Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 6th November;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Mines, Woods and For-
egts, and DPolice {Hon. J. Seaddan, Minis-
ter).

Vote—Mines, £59,992:

M.

Mr., ROBINSON (Canning) [8.401: I
want to say 2 word or two on the subject
of Collie coal. I have always thought that
Weatern Australia has not paid sufficient
attention 4o the valnable asset that it has
in Collie eoal. We have had Royal Com-
missions to inquire and report, and we have
had reports from experts; but still in many
parts of Western Australia we can find
Newecaatle ecoal being used where Collie coal
ghould he uzed exclusively. Moreover, we
find uses to which Colile ecoal might be put
not exploited. T referred to these matiers
in speaking ou the Address-in-reply, but T
would like again to impress them on the
Minister for Mines. The first portion of
my remarkg will refer to the use of Collie
eoal for lighting and heating. The late Mr.
Simms had tests made ip Melbourne for the
purpose of ascertaining what gas could be
produced from Collie coal.
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Mr. O’Loghlen: Western Australia lost a
good citizen in Mr. Simms.

Mr, ROBINSON: We d4id indeed. Mr,
Stmms, when I was Minister, saw me just
before he went to Melbourne, and we dis-
cussed the making of some experiments in
Western Australin. He went to Melbourne
to complete his arrangements there, and un-
fortunately died. I am wondering what has
been done since, and I wish to urge upon
the Minister for Mines the necessity for
further inquiry into the matter, Mr. Simms,
in Melbourne, found that 8,000 cubic feet
of gus were produced from n ton of Collic
coal, and he estimated that with proper re-
torts 10,000 fcet conld be got. Neweastle
conl yields 12,000 cubic feet of gas
per  ton, We are told that the Col-
lic coal gas produet is mnot good for
lighting, but is quite good for heating. The
experiments Mr. Simms and I were anxious
to set going were to see how far small pro-
portions of Neweastle coal added to the Col-
lie would so improve the quality of the gas
that it could be used both for lighting and
heating, or at all events for some commer-
cial purposes. The Perth City Couneil prob-
ably would not undertake the whole cost of
such experiments, nor would the Collie mines.
My suggestion was that the City Council
should bear one-third, as the city would
benefit largely; that one-third should be
borne by the Collie mines, and the remaining
third by the Government. Next as to the
use of Collic coal on our railways. Our rail-
way authorities depreeate the mse of Collie
coal at certain seasons of the year, the main
objection being that the sparks fly. My ex-
perience of railway engineers is that if any-
body brings them an idea or a pattern for a
spark arrester, they objeet to it. At all
events, they do not always give the idea or
pattern those tests which might be given. I
know that on the wood lines the engines use
varions kinds of spark arresters, which
might be very well applied to Collie coal and
tried on the Government railways. One does
not hear of fires on the wood lines, simply
because these are run by business people. If
our Railway Department have not a proper
spark arvester for Collis coal, we should
search tha world until we find one. Surely
the inventive gening of our engineers should
be able to overcome that difficulty; and
when it has been overcome, Collie coal can
be unsed thronghout the year on our railways
from one end of the country to the other.
Again, T do not think that the private people
of this State use Collie coal as much as they
should. There are many who, when they can
get i, burn Newecastle coal in their grates.
If Collie coal came from Sumatra or Mauri-
tins, people would want to import it and use
it. I want to say to the people of Western
Anstralia that there is no better fuel for
household consumption than our own Collie
coal. Tt should be used wherever possible.
Next, I want to impress npon the Minister
the necessity for further exploration of the
coal deposit at Irwin. There were some
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sechemes on hand there for boring.  Seams
were found, and investigations were being
made. Some of those investigations showed
that we had there a coal superior to that of
the south. If so, then by all means let us
work it. Good cheap coal is one of the beat
things a country can have, because it lies at
the foundatisu of all its industries.

Mr. Smith: There is said to be coal at
Claremont.
Mr. ROBINSON: If so, no donbt we

shall hear of it from the member for Clare-
mont.

Mr. Duff: Oh that fell out of a cart!

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not care where
the coal comes from so long as it is Western
Australion and so long as we use it to the
utmost capacity. I am of opinion that we
might use Collie coal twice as much as we
do and so make Collie twiee aa prosperous
as it is.

Mr. MONEY (Buubury) [845]: It is
certain that Western Australia is not getting
from Collie coal the eeconomic benefit that it
should. [ know of noe country where a port
comparatively close to the coal mines is not
used for bunkering purposes. The system
we are following to-day is that of bringing
our coal 140 wmiles by rail to Fremantle,
althongh wec have an excellent port close to
the coalfield. 'The point has heen stressed
over and over again. We are extremely
short of shipping tonnage and our railways
are suffering through the want of shipping.
All interested in the timber industry are
caliing out for ships to take the timber away.
[f we could vse Bunbury as a bunkering port
we could then get rid of a considerable
quantity of our timber as well. No country
with an unused port cluse to its ecal mines
can be prosperous.

The Minister for Mines:
you use the port?

Mr, MONEY: Vested interests have pre-
vented the use of the port.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Vested interests have the
Gevernment in their grip everywhere.

Mr. MONEY: Months ago boats were re-
turning empty to the East, giving as their
reason that they had to get back quickly in
order to bring more coal to Western Aus.
tralia, The mines at Collie can aupply the
whole of the coal requirements of the State,
and instead of these ships returning empty
to the East they should be calling at the
timber port and loading up with timber to
the benefit of the State generally. If the
Minister ean do anything to remedy the stare
of affairs of which I speak, znd which still
exigts to-day, he will be deserving of our
gratitnde. Pancy railing eonl 140 miles to
Fremantle when it can be railed 40 miles to
its natoral port! Tt is a loss of economy,
loss of labour to our employees, and a loss
of money to the State.

Mr. Smith: Perhaps the harbour dues ex-
cced the freicht on the railway,

Mr., MONEY: Nonseuse! To use the
natural port would be a saving to all con-
cerned.

Then why don’t
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Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.50]): It is
not my intention

The Minister for Mines:
jor the wmining industry!

Mr, PICKERING: It may be that, in the
future, [ will be the principal member repre-
senting mining in Western Australia.  The
aspect of mining T am here to advoeate is
of vital importance to Australia and the
British Empire. I ean congratulate the Min-
ister for Mines on having gone further than
any of his predecessors in showing that he
has some sympathy with and knowledge of
this subject. It is necessary that I should
reid onc or two extracts to give force to the
points I wish to make. There is no doubt
about the urgeat necessity for oil, and we
find one of the reasons is the astonishing
development of the internal combustion en-
gine, Let me read from the *“Graphic’’ as
follows: —

Aill the latest and mest powerful war-
ships call for the liguid fuel. The whole
future of road-borne transport depends
upon oil. So does the entire scheme of
civilian flying, and its uvniversal possibili-
ties, Then we have the motor plough and
the farm traetor.

It is evident that the future motive power of
the world lies in oil. What is the atiitude of
the Qovernment towards this important in-
dustry? Take the mining report. The only
relerence thercin to oil is very brief; it is
as follows:—

Full details relating to this investigation
will be found in the report of the Govern-
ment Geologist which is appended.

There 18 no such report appended. The diffi-
culties in the way of obtaining oil are very
considerable, The Goverhment Geologist
Bay 5—

So far as geologienl observation has
gone, there are none of those conditions
which govern the occurrence of oil eclse-
where which have been noticed in Western
Australia.

Turning to an American work on the subject
we find that of Australia it is said—

Indications of petroleum are found in
south-pastern Australia, at several places
in New Zealand, and in West Central New
Guinea.

Ancther phase is the high cost of working
tlia business. The ‘‘Graphie’’ says—

Our petroleum committee, under Sir
TRoverton Redwood, and later under Sir
John Cadman, considered all sources of
supply of the material, including distilla-
tion from the Seottish and Dorset shales,
and also from ecannel coal. But most in-
teresting of all were the Government 's ap-
proaches to Lord Cowdray, and in Angust,
1917. a Bill to provide for drilling in this
country was introduced in the House of
Commons bv Mr, Waltef Long, with a
fund of £1.000.000 for prospecting. High
geolomieal authority holds that ot least
100 million gallons of oil a year can be
ohtained from our domestic sources. .

That shows thal it is a very expeénsive bnsi-
ness. In eonnection with the supply in Eng-
land we find this stated—

A new member

., the discovery of oil.
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The United States Burecau of Mines lent
its ablest men for this work, headed by
Mr. Vieter Conaghan, who brought with
him a ‘staff of fifty drillers. Technically,
the task has been ome of great difficulty,
with tools breaking and mud and gas pres-
sure blowing in the casings. Moreover, the
terrain i honeycombed with coal mines.
Yet mineral oil wag found at last, and it
rose 50 feet in the bore.

But this all happened after more than three
years, with a reserve fund of £900,000 set
aside and the services of the ablest geclo-
gists. This shows it is a very difficult matter
to find oil. We have had in thizs country
anything but favourable reports in regard to
It requires specially -
skilled people to deal with it, and geologists
with a perfect knowledge of the business. I
have no desire to reflect on the Government
Geologist, yet we must remember that other
geologists have visited this State and re-
ported adversely to the Government Geolo-
ist,

. Mr. O’'Loghlen:
resnlts,

Mr. PICEERTNG: No, hecause it in-
volves so mueh cost and so much preliminary
work. The greater part of Western Aus-
tralia has been gone over hy the Govern-
ment Geologist and there is only a small part
near the Fitzgerald River yet to be tested
for oil. In spitec of what has been said about
the uncertainty of finding oil in this ecoun-
try, I should like to read a short passage
which shows that the State does contain pos-
sibilities of oll. It is as follows:—

Without going into details, it may be
said that to have o commercial deposit of
oil three things are essential: TFirst, an
adequate source of supply in the form of
organic gediments, snch as shales or lime-
stones; second, s auitable reservoir in the
ghape of porous beds or zones covered by
or inclosed in impervious formations; and
third, the occurrence of the reservoir near
enough to the surface to permit of the re-
covery of the oi] on a paying basis. In
nature it is not at all uwnusnal to have two
of the conditions fulfilled, sach, for in-
stance, as the presence of organic shales
near the surface~—this is common through-
out practieally all of the areas of sedi-
mentary rocks—but to find reservoir con.
ditions in proper association with an ad-
equate supply ncar the surface is a rare
coineidence.

We have one of these essentials, namely, the
lime hagis, and also the possibilities of the
reservoir conditions. The world’s supply is
becoming exhausted. The biggest supply has
been found in the northern parts of Ameriea.
Up to date 60 per cent. of the eil has come
from America and 30 per cent, from Russia.
The oil supply in America hag reached its
maximum and it i3 stated in this American
work that in 20 years that supply from
America must cease, but that the supplies
from other parts known to contain oil, such
as South America and Roumania, may take
the lead from Amcrica and reduce the out-

But there have been no
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put from that eountry. It must be borne in
mind that in recent abnormal circumstances
the resources of the world have been
strained to the uttermost point. The couse-
quence is that the quantity of oil which
would have ctherwise lasted over an exten-
give period has been greatly reduced. The
Empire has very few kngwn places from
which it can obtain oil. It has some claims
over the Persian field, and there are small
supplies obiainable in Indis ond Canada. In
other respects we have very little oil io Jook
forward to. The vital importance that oil is
to the Empire has been very greatly marked
during the war. It is one of the most im-
portant factors in the development of any
country. Tt is neccessary that some cfforts
shounld be made by the Government to sec
if it is not possible to discover oil in West-
ern Augtealia.

The Minister for Mines: Where do you
suggest it should be searched for?

Mr. PICKERING: There are certain
areas in Weatern Aunstralia in which it is
quite possible oil will be found. Although
the Government Coologist has shown what
difficultics there are in the way he has not
yet arrived at the stage when he ean say
positively that oil will not be found in West-
ern Australia. The Government propose to
give a bonus of from £6,000 to £8,000 for
the discovery and the obtaining of 51,000
gallons of crude oil under striet conditions.
On the 7th January, 1917, Senator Fearce
anthorised Mr, J. J. East to inform the Min-
ister for Mines, My, Robinson, that the Fed-
eral Government were prepared to assist by
contributing pouns for pound to that given
by the State Government to eunable them to
make o search for oil. Mr. Bast was cn-
gaged by the Clovernment at the time to
make certain investigations in regard to
copper and oil. It was whilst he was thus
engaged that these instructions were given
to him by Senator Pearce. I am informed
that on Saturday last Senator Pearce re-
newed that offer, and said that the Federal
Government were prepared to contribute
£10,000 if the State wonld contribute a like
sum. Tnstead of offering assistance on the
pound for pound basis, which the State
Government are cntitled to do, for the as-
sistance of any companies which may make
an cffort to find oil in Western Angtralia, we
find that they are offering a paltry bonus
or reward of £6,000 or £8,000,

Mr, O'Loghlen: What would a paliry
bonus of £10,000 he to the Federal Govern-
ment? They are squandering it every 24
hours,

Mr. PICKERING: Instend of the Govern-
ment assisting in that divection, they are
offering a reward if oil is found. I am pre-
pared to zccept the statemeut of the Com-
monwealth Government that tlhey are wil-
ling to find this pound for pound =zubsidy
if the State will put wp a similar amount.
What is the use of a reward when we know
tho -huge expenditure . that is involved in
the search for oil? T know fhaté the Gov-
ernment have advice from the Imperial au-
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thorities to the effect that cvery step should
he taken in the interests of thc nation to
make an early discovery of oil. The Govern-
ment show their realisation of the import-
ance of the matter by offering this reward
of a few thousand pounds,

The Minister for Mines: How de you know
that about the Imperial Govermvent$

Mr. PICKERING: I have had it on good
authority.

The Minister for Mines:
rect,

Mr. PICKERING: I know, and every
man knows, that ong of the things most re-
quired by the British Lmpirc is oil. 17
we can find it in Australin so much the
better for Australia and the Empire.

The Minister for Mines: Where
boring be started?

Mr. PICKERING: That ~ill be deocided
by the tompanics intovested, after they
have arrived at a conclusion as tn the best
position whereat to start operations.  That
alse could fivat be reported on by the Gov-
ernment Geologist, who would give his ad-
viea before the venture was cutered upon.
Another matter of vital importance in con-
nection with oil is the necessity for amend-
ing the Mining Act. The Minister for
Mines said tha such a measure would nat
hc a long one. The Aet ouly needs an amend-
ment to the interpretation elevge in regard
to mining leages. This elause says, ““Gold
mining or mineral leases granted nnder this
Act ot repealing Act.’” 1f the word ‘oil?’
were included everything that is required
could be done.
The Minister for Mines: Not while I am
here. You will not get oil in on the same
conditions as is the cnse with other min-
erais.

Mr, PICKERING: The Ministe: said that
only a short amendment was requited. e
knows that anything else required to Lo
done cau be done by rvegulatinn, Al that is
required is to give a title. At present the
only title that people dealing i oil would
have would be the anaual lease. No one
could go on the market with a title of that
sort, It is absgolutely necessary that it
should be given to enalile mon intsrested in
0il to develop the indngtry. T hope the Gov-
ernment will wake up to the fact that we
must find oil in Western Australia. The
oil fields in the United States are well
known and need not be discussed here. The
proved area over which il is found in the
Tnited States includes 4,100 square miles
and a further prospective oil area covers an
avea of 1,000 square miles. The produe-
tion of oil there for 1915 was 280 million bar-
rels, and the probable reserve supply was
about 5500 million barrels.  The quality
ranges from the asphalt-base oils of Cali-
fornia. and Texas to the lighter pavaflin-hase
oils of the castern part of the Urited States.
On the present rate of consumption it is
estimated that the supply will last for only .
20 years. In England the autherities were
so vitally congerned in the zeareh for oil

It is mot cor-

should
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that a vote was passed for onme million
pounds to be spent in that direetion. Five

hundred thowvsand pounds was ser aside to
find oil in England and though we know
that the oil found there does not come up to
oxXpectations it was necessary that some
steps shoud be taken to obfain oil; and they
succeeded in finding it. There is a prospect
of finding oil in Western Australia. Tf we
can do so it will relieve the position re-
garding our national debt, .nd get us out
of our troubles. I ask the Minister to con-
sider a proposal for giving, not a reward
bonus, but a pound for pound subsidy in
support of the search for oil in this State.
If the Minister will promise an amendment
to the Mining Act so as to enable thos¢ in-
terested in oil to get to work as speedily
us possible, he will eoufer n great bencfit
upon the State. T wish now to deanl with
the question of ochre, mentioned by the

Minister when dealing with the Estimates.

We have a very good class of ochre in this

State. From the analyses T have of the

Government Ceologist it is evident that we

lave an ochre of considerable value, He

has examined a sample of oclire which came
from two miles cast of Carbarup in the
south-wesi divigion. He says that it is an
excellent sampie, and that the ferric oxide
is 23.4 per cent. Te also states that it
jg an excellent pigment and that the colour

i exeellent, too. He refers to it in fact as

being of brilliant colour and of great body.

There is also a yellow ochre, whick is of ex-

cetlent quality. I am interested in a amall

company myself, and am glad to say that
although we have had no Government assist-

anee we have already had a trial order of 20

tons. T mow wish to deal with Collic coal.

During the absenee of the member for Collie

it wag my privilege, in comjunction with

the member for Forrest, to take a practieal
interest in the industry. 1 am glad to say
tiut onr efforts aid much to relieve the
position at Collie. T join with those mom-
bers who have spoken so ardently in sup-
port of Colile eonl. T was anxious to know
why we eould not hurn onr coal here in
the same way as the New Zealand coal is
burned in that dominion. I wrete to the

Ministor ‘for Railways of New Zealaud, and

T have had a letter from him dated 12th

TJuly and have waited for an opportunity

to read it. The letter reads—

Dear Sir,—Tn veply to your lotter of
10th May last, in regard to the use of
New Zealand coal on locomotives, T have
to inform you that the Department’s en-
gines are not speeially designed to burn
New Zealand coal ini particular,

This is the point T wigh to cmphasise—
Large boilers with wide fire boxes and
ecombustion chambers with ample air
space in the ash pan enable the Department
to use enal more cconomieally or of poorer
aquality than could otherwise he done.
Superheatine is also a move in the same
direetion. The bituminons coals of New
Zealand have a calorific valve of abent
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14,500 B.T.U., and the brown c¢oals and
lignites vary from 12,000 downwards.
These couls are used either alone or mixed
as circumstances warrant. The sparking
question iz a diffienlty to be contended
with, but has been practically combated
by wsing the weli-known halloon ‘chimney
when lignites are burnt eatirely, and by
uging perforated plates for Dbituminous
coals.—Yours faithfully, Minister for
Railways,
There i3 n spark arrester which iz used in
conjnnetion with wide firec boxes and which
has proved very effective. If that spark
arrester were used on our own locomotives it
would, to a large extent, overcome the ob-
jection to Collio coal.

The Minister for Mines: They have copicd
our scheme.

My, PICKERING: The Minister has
made an assertion that they have copied
or scheme.  That is not the case. They
sent to  Amerien and got a  special de-
sign for their engines. They have now to n
very great extent overeome the difficulties
of the sparks. T believe if the same prin-
ciple were followed in this State there would
be no objection to the use of Collic coal on
our State railways at any scason of the yeat,
1 trust that the Minister will take this mat-
ter seriously to heart, as well as the guestion
of prospecing for oil, and also the sugges-
tion that assistance on the basgis of pound
for pound should be given rather than a
bhonns, I am sure there will then be a pros-
pect of genuine efforts being made to dis-
cover oil in the South-West. T hope alsoe
he will bring about an amendment of the
Mines Regulation Aect on the lines already
indicated. There will then bhe a revival in
the scareh for o01l, and the State will henefit.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [9.20]: I am
very sorry to have to state rhat while we
have been discussing the Estimales of the
Mines Department a sgerious position has
arisen At one of our mining centres, that
whieh is in my eclectorate. T refer to the
inflow of water which has oecurred at the

. mines at Westonia, and wherc quite recently

three wmen lost their lives. The seriousness
of the position was recoguised by the Gov-
ernment iuasmuch as the Minister for Mines
took prompt action and despatched a man
to the field. X desire to emphasise the fact
that if we are to lose the wealth that has
been won from that partieular centre it will
meah 2 good deal to the State’s finances, It
will mean more to that  partienlar centre
where a great deal of Government money has
been expended on the development of the
field generally, Good values have been won at
Westonia for some years past, but in recent
months the work has heen carried on there
under most adverse conditions, Not only
has the eost of produetion advanced consid-
erably, but in many other respects, the mines
operating in that centre have suffered. The
position is such that I am glad to know that
the Minister states he intends to bring in at
the earliest possible moment, a Bill to ameénd
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the Miniug Act so that something may be
done. 1 woulkl not be doing my duty to
that portion of my constituency were I not
to bring a few facts and figures under notice
to show what has been done at Westonia.
From the five mines operating there,
during the year 1917 an aggregate of 52,111
fine ounces of gold valued at £208,476 was
produced. In 1918 the produetion was
slightly less, the quantity of gold wen being
44 495 ozs., valued at £177,883. There was a
light advance in twoe mines last year but the
production from the parent mine dropped
fromn 30,845 ozs. to 20,021 ozs, As a set-off
against that, however, two other mines, the
Bdoa May Consolidated yielded 2,322 ozs.
in 1917, and 6,277 ozs. in 1918, while the
Edna May Deep Levels produced 6,894 ozs.
in 1917 and 7,928 oxzs, in 1818. Now if is
contended that this gold body goes directly
from the parent mine into the Deep Levels
Mive., The Fdna May Mine has suspended
operations and consequently has ceased to
work its pomping plant.  The inflow of
water has therefore acenmulated in the Cen-
tral and Congolidated Mines and it is endan-
gering the Deep Levels, so I am told, al-
though the last named mine has heen wusing
every cffort to cement back the water.

Mr, Duff: And they have succeeded, too.

Mr. HARRISON: They have up to date,
but there is still a danger of that mine too
being flooded. T am glad that the Minister
is realigsing the urgenecy of the position and
the necessity to do something at once to
prevent the men who are employed there
from migrating to other centres. Tf they
are allowed to leave Westonia the State will
Tose the value of all the monoy which has been
spent there. [ trust that by the few remarks
T have made, 1 have been able to impress
hon. members with the scrionsness of #he
position as it exists to-day at Westonia,
Immediately it was kunown that dauger
threatencd Westonia an inspector of the
department. was sent up, but what his report
is has not yet been disclosed. The matter,
however, T am sure will be treated urgently
by the Minister. The district must be saved
if it i3 at all possible to do zo, and T trust
that wili he done. With regard to gold pro-
duetion, o great deal bas been said, but one
phase may be worthy of some comment, T
learn that at the Sonth Afriean mines they
have been experimenting with some dogree
of sugeess in the direction of overcomings
the dust tronble. They have been using there
the residues from smgar manufacture. These
residues arc in the form of rcfuse molasses
and the faces have been sprayed with this
liquid which is of a sticky substanee, and
it has had the effect of keeping the dust
back. The matter is well worthy of some
investigation at’ the hands of the depari-
ment, and if it has proved suecesaful in
South Africa it might well be given a trial
in this State.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [9.25): I
do not ‘intend to ocenpy the attention of the
Committee for more than a few minutes on

and”’

2l

these BEstimates. They do not concern me
very mueh, but the absence of the wmember
for Collie (Mr. Wilson) compels me to de-
votg some attention to them. I desire to con-
trast the attitnde of the last two speakora
towarls the subject of Collic coal. Tt is the
first | have heard of the propesition put for-
ward by the member for Avon, but sesing
that Le derives a good deal of mental pabu-
lum from *‘Sparka’’ we can attribute it to
that origin.

Mr. Harrison: Do
sparks?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The member for Sus-
sox and the leador of the Country party have
Just spoken, and the former dealt with the
possibilitics of the discovery of oil in this
State. There is not a member in this House
who will not admit that if oil deposits could
be located, those deposits wounld be the sal-
vation of the State, Tt i3 the fervid wish of
everyone thaut prospecting in this direction
will he successful, and we should all be de-
sirous of assisting the project. The wember
for Sussex made a few romarks about Collie
coal which T appreeiate, az T believe he is
perfectly sincere and honest in the attitude
he adopts, but T expeeted n proncuncement
from the leader of the Country party be-
cause that party are parading their desire to
develop the primary industries of the State.
The Country party point out, with want of
knowledge—not that that matters to them—
that they have supported the fostering of
such industries as Collie coal. I say em-
phatically, so far as the Government are con-
cerned, that Collic coal would be used ex-
clusively on the railways were it not for the
pressure applied from the cross henches.

My, Harrison: What abant fires in erops?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have set  onc
against the other just as the member Ffor
Sussex supposes there s only one politieal
faith to follow-—that of freetrade, until the
other day he beeame an advocate for pro-
teetion for the potato industry of the Sonth-
West. 'We should have a degree of consist-
cney. Hon. members have declared that erops
have been hurnt by sparks from Collie coal,
Imt there has been a prejudice against the
conl in the past—z prejudice which has ex-
isted without worrant. In New South Waley,
where Newcastle coal is used exclusively, it
has been proved that fires have ocenrred in
many loealities through sparks from loco-
motives. Does that not serve to indicate that
in the past we have condemned Collie coal
when it has uot been proved that that coal
has been the cause of fires in crops

Mr. Harrizon: Miles upon miles of erops
have been destroyed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tf the other coals
caused these fires there wonld he no trouble
at all. Now we are facing a shipping iffi-
eulty which is n serioug one for the State
though T do not intend to deal with it bo.
cange I might be told that T am getting off
the trail. "It is however deplorable, in n
cowntry where we should foster primary pro-
duetion, where we shoueld be using exclugively
our own fuel, that owing to the attitude of a

molasses come from
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fow people who perhaps may bave suffered,
we are obliged to haport coal from the other
side of the Continent.

Mr. Rarrison: Why not compensate the
farmers for their losses?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If we arc going to
compensate them we shall have to compen-
site a lot more,

Mr. Harvison: The farmer loses his year’s
effort.

The Minister for Mines: He is covered by
insurance. .

Mr. O'LOCGHLEN: Even sappesing a
dozen settlors suffered a loss

The Minister for Mines: Away from the
vallway  lines thera is a yreater aereage
Imrut than near to them,

My, O’LOGIILEN: Tyen it a  dozen
furmers adjucent to the railways soffered a
loss—and I wouid he the first to deplore that
loss—the faet remains that the whole eowm-
munity is suffering to-day as the resuit of
the embargoe on Collie coal, Sarely we ought
to have onr cyes opencd to the fact that if
we can develop an tiedustry within the State
we should o it.
© Mr. Harrison:
not against that.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: A prowise was given
by the Iate Premier, and has bheen yepented
by the present Premicr mml endorsed by the
Commissioner of Railways, that Collie coal
would he used exclusively on our railways
the whole vear round.

The Minister for Mines:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No.
imported recently,

The Minister for Mincs: That wag for gas.

M. QLOGHILEN: The point T was goiny
to make abont the Conntry party is that in
my opinion they have applied pressure to the
Ciovernment,

Mr. Harrison: T know nothing nbont that.

The Minister for Mines: They have never
approached me, nor has the Tremier.

Mr. OLOGIILEX:  Then may we take it
for granted that there is no obhjection in the
raral districts to the consmmption of Collie
coal during the snmmer months?

The AMinister for Mines: T have not had
any objection, '

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Then T have the as-
suranee of the Minister that 100 per eent. of
Collie eoal will he nsed on the railways dur-
ing the summer. T want to know what the
future of the industry is to be for the next
gix months.

Mr. Marrison:
agrieulture.

Mr. O'LOGATEN: XNo, it is not. A
severe test is heing put on the Collie eganl
industry,

The Minister for Mines: They thirit no-
thing of the test they put on ns. We were
nractieally their only  enstomers, vet  they
lield us un without warning,

The Country party are

So i1t is,
Conl has hean

Quite as yooid as that of

Mr, DLOGHLEN: I think the Minister
should wait until the wmember for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) retorns. That hon, member

will have an answer to that assertion. I't
is pot the first time the Minister has said
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that the coal miners, fn conjunction with the
empioyers, have put a pistol to the head of
the Government. Beeanse conl is an essen-
tinl commodity, the agreement covering the
nse of coal Jduring the war was fixed up at.
widnight by Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister,,

“while the scecond agreement wag fixed up by

AMr, Watt, the Acting Prime Minister. Just.
heeause it is an essential industry the Prime
Minister and a couply of eother Ministers
sitting round the table, ean give an agree-
ment, while other industries of Australia.
are obliged to go to tha Arbitration Court,
wait years for an award, and have their case
deeided on the evidenee. Beeause of what
was acconplished by the Prime Minister and
the Acting Prime Minister in fixing wp the
agreements  covering  the eoal industry in
New South Wales, it followed that the conk
imflustry here should get the same benefit,

The Minigter for Mines: But we cannok
store any great quantity of Collic coal, and
so, wnless we get notice of a held-up of the
industry, we are bound to suffer loss.

Mr. QTOGHLEN: Tt has uof occagioned
the Gevernment muoch loss or mueh harm ow
this oveasion. Tu the last dispute the Rail-
way Department went pamicky. They went
a bit panicky to-day, althongh not so mucl
as oo the last oceasion. The last time, the
Premicr hadl my assurance that I wasg on the
road to Collic with a modified offer on whick
i settlement could be avranged.  But what
Lappened?  Tmmediately practienfly all the
train service was cancelled, the trams were
stopped, and o charity concert arranged at
Nedlands,  which  might  have  hronght  iw
£1,500—wag spoilt for ong.afternoon, They
were not so bad on this oceasion, and for-
tonately the dispute is now over., The coal-
mining community of Collie has never em-
barragsed the Government. The whole com-
munity caunot be blamed if a few men holdl
ap the Government.

The Minister for Mines: Buot a few men
did hold it up, and might held it up for some
time.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: A few vears ago the
hon. wemner would have been as cager as
any other worker to participate in a lold-up.

Alv, Harvison: T thought yew were out for
the consumer,

Mr. OMLGOHLEXN: The indictment T
wake against the leader of the Country party
is that he has not made a pronouncement to-

uight in regard to Collie conl. The hon,
member, with that owllike wisdom whiel

graees him, thinks that onee he: has spoken
no one else need speak. I should like to
kuow if all the wmembers of the Conntry
party holl similay vicws to those of the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering), If so, T
will be content. T they would give us their
opinions as to the effeet the comgumption of
Collie enal will have on the rural indostry
it would zo far towards inducing the UGov-
crnmient to give the coal industry a hetter
deal.
Mr.
safety.

Harvison: Tlse your Collic conl with
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Mr, O'LOGHLIEEN: | aecept the assurance
of the leuder of the Country party that Collie
coal eim with abzolute safety be nsed during
the  suwmer woaths in the  wheat-growing
areas,  The lewder of the Country party has
spoken.  That will do e

My, Griftiths: You bave nothing to say
abour the memher for York on this question.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: § expect to- hear his
views luter.  No other wembier in the House
has tde more oxhawstive inguiries to asecer-
tain the eficicney of different spark arresters.

Mr, Troy: Awml everything clse vuder the
L

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T only wish there were
a few more members ag studious as the hou,
member, T owill listen with rapt atteution to
the member for Vork if he is able to throw
any additional light on the subjeet.  But,
having the assavanee of the leader of the
Country party that there will be wo protest
mainst the use of Collie coal in the agriend-
tural areas Jduring the summer, [ feel con-
vinced that the Government will use GCollic
conl exelusively and so foster a primary in-
dustry of great valae to the State.

{2l Foley took the Chair.]

M, GREEN (Kalgootfie) [49.40]: T note
with pleasure the revival of the inining in-
dustry.  After the pessimism manifested in
the metropolitan aren in regard to the min-
ing industey, when one has heard on every
haml that the industey is as good as dead,
it ix satisfactory indeed to have a demonstra-
tion from the goldfickls in these new hopeful
discoveries.  Theve have been in this esuntry
advoeates, notably a past Miuvister for Mines,
of leaseliolds being in fee simple. The
!.nsition of Bloek 50 one the Thampton Plains

shhows  that mintng  in Western  Australia
would  have Deem in a  precariens  eon-
lition had the leases of the past been
teld in freeholil. Tt s regrettable that
he  Hampton Plaing  Company have the
daht to take  every  alternate  Dhlock

ose to o new discovery, whirh means the
ebarding  of progress.  Whilst we are not
wmxious for a premature hoom, it is regret-
ahle that when discoveries are niule a eom-
umy that will do very little itself is to reap
clarge parvt of the reward of other people’s
udustry,  The Minister has indieated that
e bas put up oa minete te the department
u favour of deep boring. I fhink his ideas
re ronsiderahly strengthened when we are
old, by several mining men who should know,
lat the ore channel of the Celebration lease
3 a contimiation of the ore channel of

he Great Boulder and the Horsehoo
rines.  If so, the argument in favour
f deep Dbhoring 1is immensely strength-

ned,  We ean by those means more readily
nd where the ore channels between the two
istricts. and further north, ean be diseov-
red.  Some vears age, when Dr., MeLaren
as here, T interviewed him for his opinion
1 rvegard to deep boring. Several mining
en assurved me it would be worth while

deep  bores were put  down  at  the
srth end of the Kalgoorlie field. Tf it is
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Leld to-day that the ore channel sonth of
Boulder is identieal with thce Great Boul-
der and the Horseshoe chaunels  i6 seems
possible that at the north end there would
he a continuation of the saume ore channel,
and that the comparatively poor zone exist-
fug there would he found, s the result of
deep Dboring, to he a continnution of the
tode.  Dr. McLean expressed the opinion
that deep boring was essentinl in modern
wining when arriving at the value of a new
field in progimity to a well known field. I
regret that of the £50,000 set aside last
year for mining development only £8,000
wing gpent. 1t scems to me that the de-
partmental heads might well be able to sug-
gest to the Minister where the moeney allo-
catedd under this vote could he profitnbly
spent.  Some alteration should be made with
regard to the tribute system o the Goiden
Mile. With the exception of half a dozen
mines on the Golden Mile, the position is
snehe that the work is being left largely to
tributers, and the relutions Letween them
and the managers of the comparies are en-
tirely unsatisfactory from the tributer’s
point of view. Under some of the agree-
ments, 40 per eent. of the gross proceeds
of gold won by the tributers is exacted by
the diffevent mining companics. T a large
minonnt of gold is to be wou by tributers
from the Golden Mile, and everything points
in that dirvection, it stands to rciason there
must be some more equitable system where-
by the tributer may be cncouraged to ex- *
pluit and test the different minee, Tf the
tribufer has to give over 40 per cent. of
the gross provceds he wins to the mining
companies and fhe pig-rooting methods now
so evident in some of the mines on the
CGolden Mile are continued, no proper ex-
amination of the country 2an be made by
the tributers. This is a  matter which
shounld engage the atiention of the Minister
at the earliest moment. A miping board on the
goldfields is essential. It should consist of
men with Joeal knowledge, #ny one selected
by the tributers’ association or the miners’
uision, onc by the Chamber of Mines, and 2
man of approved knowledge appointed by
the Government. Three such men should
form the nucleus of a board to indieate to
the Government and those in charge of the
Mines Department in Pevth, lines on which
the industry should he assisted.  This ays-
tem is in vogue in Vietoria and has beon
found benefieinl, particnlarly in the Ben-
digo distviet. Regarding the Geological De-
partment, a specimen which T submitted has:
been in the hands of the department for
three months awaiting assay and, judging
from present appearances, 1 am not Jikely to-
reccive the information daving the term of”
my natural life uwnless T shake the depart-
ment up. I do not blame the department
for this. T believe the officials are over-
waorked,

Mr. Pickering: That is so.

Mr: GREEN: There shouid be scme means:
whereby Dr. S8impson, who iz in charge of
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the department, on recciving a pleee of min-
eral should be able to indicate ita contents
without going to the labour of making an
assay. In nine cases out of 10, he can tell,
without testing, whether the wmineral  value
ig nil or otherwise, and thus a good deal of
time might be saved to the departmont. I1f
the department ave going to continue to
make a1 complete assay of every specimen
submitted and if prospectors have ag a ve-
sult to wait for thres, four, or five months
before they are able to learn the value of
their specimens, it must act as a drag on
the industry and on the prospector. The
question of the Kaigooriie Schooi of Mines
is closely related to the gold mining ia-
dustry. That Sehool of Mines is the only one
in Australin that devotes itself exclusively
to investigation counected with modern min-
ing. The director of the institution, how-
cver, spends 360 days of the year in Perth,
I do not blame the director for that, There
should be two dirvectors, ong connected with
the technieal schools in Perth and other
parts of Western Australia, and ene resid-
ing in Kalgoorlie and devoting his time
exclusively to the School of Mines. At the
school there are over 200 students, and it is
no exaggeration to say that at least 200
others find it impossible to enrol becanse
the school is overcrowded, Tn a country
like Western Anstralin, whieh produces one-
half of the gold raised in Australia, and
which from present appearances will soon
produce 75 per cent, of the Austialian out-
put, the School of Mines should have ample
acecommeodation for the wlole of the stu-
dents who wish to envel.

Mr. Pickering: What do you estimate the
number?

Mr. GREEN: About 220 are attending
and T am told there are ab least 200 who
find it impossible to enrol becanse the insti-
tution is over-erowded. In o State like
Western Australia, where gold mining is
the paramount industry and will remain so
for some years in spite of the increasing im-
portance of wheat growing, the school should

be fully equipped to  necommodate
all  the students who apply for en-
teance. Some portion of the miniag

vote might even be dovoted to this purpose.
Tt is regrottable that there is now at the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines ouly the sumne
number of tenchers as there were 10 years
ago, when there were only half the number
of students; and the salaries of the teachers
are practically the same to-day as they were
10 years ago. It is a mattor for regret that,
not enly in comnection with the Mines De-
partment hut in il branches of education,
men who have devoted their lives to the
study of technieal and other subjeets gen-
crally receive a salary whieh s man running
a fifth rate business and probably without
eduention at all would expect to receive.
There is not muoch incentive for these edu-
cationists to pursue their studiés unless their
positions are made more attractive. In a
State such ag this where we have practieally
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every knowu mineral in the world and
large wwmher of then capable of being e
ploited to commercial advantage, sclectc
members of the Mines Department and po
sibly teavhers of the schools should be ehosc
by the Goevernment to go abroad, preferabl
te America, to see the uses to which vario
minerals are put n moldern commeree an
mauvnfacturing chemistry, so that we migl
be able to hring wmore of onr minerals in
full commercial use. At the School of Mini
there is not even a model treatment pla:
available for use. I nuderstand there is or
on the grounds, but that it has not bee
erected hecanse the Minister for YWorks he
not provided sufficient money.

The Minister for Mines: Yon will Aind 2
item on the Estimates.

Mr. GREEN: If there is anv way of
ticipating that item, the model treatme
plant sliopid be ervected at once. T trust fl
Minister will take action in this matter.
has heen o subject of coimment on the pali
fielde that students have lad to wait £
so many uonths to get this plant enclose
in & suitable bnilding. It is regrettable tha
while there is industrial wnrest on the gol
ficids, the man in charge of the Mines D
partment unfortunately holds a position |
4 department which has sent vp 600 rifl
and 10,000 vounds of ammunition to awe tl
working miners of Knalgoorlie into subje
tion.

The Minister for Works: Ts that stateme:
correet?

Mr. GREEN: That statement is corzee
Last' P'riday’s train conveyed 600 rifles ar
10,000 vounds of ammunition to the gol
fields, the idea being that, if the necessii
arese, men who have been responsible for t
weltare of the mining industry, would 1!
shot down,

The Minister for Works: That is a ver
serious statement to make,

Mr, Jones: Let the Minister deny it if
is not so.

Mr. GREEN: I do not ask the Minisk
to tcll me a lie. His silence, I take it,
proof that munitions were sent u
Even if o denial were given in this Hous
we know that the arms were sent cenclosed |
boxes addressed to Hampton Plains as po
tion of a lot of mining machinery. Howeve
that is not the point of which I ecomplai
My complaint is that, in a law-abiding ¢on
munity such nas the miners of the easte:
goldfields have always proved themselves
for, in the history of the goldfields, they har
never gonc out on strike—-a system of fil
bustering should be encouraged among pc
ple picked wp willy-nilly,. When we see tl
spectacle of men with rifles and bayonc
trying to terrorise a portion of the gou
munity, the infergnce is that those peop
arc dangerous and eannot be trusted, B
dently the previons Government got so pa:
nieky over what happened at Fremantle th
the progent Government thought it necessa:
to continue the trick of trying to over-aw
the goldfields people. T can quite understa

- fraeas between two men, and I ean unde
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stand them cracking each other, but ne gun
has yet been raised Ly members of the miu-
ers’ union.

The Minister for Mines: That is unot cor.
rect.  Was not a shot fired at the Chamber
of Mines the other night?

Mr. GREEXN: T am assured by several peo-
ple that is not so. [ admit the police on
the goldfields, as clsewhere, have a diffienlt
duty to perform. Tf the Minister’s informa-
tion was such that it seared him for a
moment and he thought extra protection was
necessary, the police should have been called
upon to do the duty, A few extra police
eould have been sent there to quell any
digturbance which might happen. It is re-
grettablo that in sueh a eommunity as ours,
fililmsterers should have guns placed in their
hamds.  Some of them have never lad a
gun to their shoulders before and might got
nervous and shoot some respectable member
of the community. I have found it difficult
to sit in wmy sent this evening with any sort
of ealm feeling, owing to the knowledge that,
in a law-abiding community like this, the
Government  shoubd  have  overstepped the
wark by sending firearws to the goldficlds
agel w0 exritivg a bitterness whieh otherwise
wonkl never have existed, There was no
nevessity for it. The Kalgoorlie minera have
never even struck and the Government, by
their rash and ill-advised aection in putting
these men in the position of criminals,
shoulll reecive the condemnation of the law-
abiding portion of the community.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany—in  reply) [10.0]: As
Alinister for Mines controlling the depart-
meitt, | foel that the Cammittee have taken a
preater intcrest in the welfare of the mining
industry than has been my experience for
a number of years. The criticism has been
of an entirely helpful nature. Tt is very
desirable when hon. members are eriticising
the Estimates of expenditure, although they
may disagree in some directions in regard
to administration, that they should make
their eriticism such that it will contain help-
ful suggestions for future guidaucc. That
is what has happened on the present occa-
sion. T am hopeful that the genera! discus-
sion on this department will be of use to
the officials of the department, as I know it
will be intcresting to those who have under
their care the administration of the depart-
ment, I do not say that all that has been
doue in the past has been correct, but we
hive done all we could to agsist the indus-
tvy, which has been waning for a number of
vears, We are none of us infzllible. I
would tell the member for Avon and others
who are interested in the Westonia field
that we will do onr utmost to prevent that
field from meeting disaster in the near fu-
ture, We cannot, however, do the impos-
sible. While it may appear that it is quite
wrong to permit even one mine to close
down, if there is any possibility of obtain-
ing further gold from it, it may be found
that it will be impossible to continue the
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expenditure that is nceessary in order to
keep down the water in an adjcining mine
so that the balance of the gold available
may be taken out., Having my attention
drawn to the scrious position on the West-
onia field I gent the Assistant State Min-
ing Engineer to make a report. Mr. Blatel-
ford wade a very cxhaustive inquiry and
submitted n very useful report. 1 take the
responsibility of saying that T have ex-
cceded the reeommendation made by Mr.
Blatehford in that I intend te ask the House
to agree to an amendment to the Mining
Act. This will provide for powers which
are extensive and may be very dangerous,
but these powers will be used for the pro-
tection and life of » field which may mean
so much to this State, I hope the Commit-
tee to-morrow night will agree to give these
powers on the understanding that I will not
make use of them until T have consulted
those who are respansible for eentrolling
the indostry, as well as members represcnt-
ing the distriets concerncd, Owing to water
difficulties in Westonia, we have reached o
stige when one mine hus petered out and
the other mines have found a great diflieulty
in eoping with the inrveh of water in their
workings, this being so great as probably
to cause disaster there. 1T hope that when I
geb these powers it will not be neecssary to
use them on all oceasions. I am circum-
seribed at. presont throngh net having any
power to aet, and the mine owners them-
selves will not agree to do what 1 consider
is the right and proper thing,

Mr. Duff: You rocognise that the two
cases are not parallel.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ne. The
matter is urgent. The Xdna May will cease
pumping operations on the 16th of the
month, and it is practically intexded to
abandon the mine. ‘We shall have to pass
the Bill through this week to enable me to
cxercise the powers which may be neces
siry in order to prevent disaster there.
With regard to the question of prospecting
for oil, the remarks of the member for
Sugsex were extremely interesting. The
diffieulty I find is to square the geologists
with proctical vesults so far as the dis-
eovery of oil is comcerned, I have heard
quite & number of professional geologists as
well ns street corner geologists declare that
we have already founcl oil in Western Aws-
tralin., I can produce pieces of material
which will pive forth a beautiful oily smell,
Lut they do not mean that oil has been dis-
covered, While I am ns keen' as the mem-
ber for Sussex or anyone on firding oil in
Western Australia, and on oil being dis-
covered in other parts of the British Em-
pire, beeause of its absolute neeessity for
the life of the nation, T am not going to be
foolish ehough to take everyone's advice as
to where it can be disecovercd, Tt is only
by practical oporations that we shall be
able to deecide whether oil is liere or not.
Hon. members may have vead the weekly
edifion of the ‘‘London Times.’" TIn ‘gne
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-of the Beptember issues, the latest papers
to come from Londen, I found an interest-
tng artiele by Lord Fisher. Lord Fisher de-
elares that although he is not a geologist,
there is no part of the world where oil ean-
not be found if boring is conducted deeply
enough. Others who are not geologists have
deelared that Lord Fisher is a Junatie, T
am afraid that is the position we are in at
the moment. Some of our greatest inventors
and discoverers of minerals, ate., have been
termed lunaties. Tt is not the first time
that Lord Fisher hias been termed a lunatie.
"This termn was applied to him when he in-
trodueed what was called ““hiz mad me-
thods in the Admiralty.”” I hope he will
prove to be n lunatic in regard to oil dis-
coveries in Western Auwstralia, and that by
following his adviee we shall find that mnch
needed commodity in this State. We have
practieally reserved the whole of the South-
West portion of Western Australia fo enable
people to prospeet theve for oil.  Under a
clauge in the Aet, which meets the position
so far as we have pone, we are not enabled
to give anyone the right to take oil if it
is idiscovored. While T happen to be Minis-
ter for Mines T am not going to rush into
4 position by Aet of Parliament te pro\’lde
any conditions which, while our interest in
the diseovery of oil i great, we may finally
regret having given. If we rush into the
matter we may find that it will be of great
disadvantage to the State. I believe oil is
onc of the things that should remain a
mnational asset, We shouid encourage peo-
e who have ideas on the subject to prospeet

for oil. Tf they de discover it we shounld
rownrd them well. There should he no
foreign capital invested in oil in Western

Australin, and no such thing will be done
with my concurrence. Tt must be kept as
an asset to the nation and particularly to
Western Australia. We have had this area
reserved and have permitted peeple who de-
sired to prospeet for oil practically to hold
it against being prospected hy anyonc else.
There have heen a few individuals who have
Leld up the Sonth-Western poition of the
State, where it is believed nore particularly
that ¢il will be discovered. One gentleman
came from the Eastern Statrs, He has been
interested 1 think in some American oil com-
pany. He travelled round the country in a
buggy from place to place saying that he
smelt oil and that he saw oil nodules. He
was talking about it all the time, but noth-
ing of a practieal nature has heen done. I
have told such people that T will not renew
the license which enables them to hold up
other people.

Mr. Johnston: Should not the Goverm-
meut do the prospecting if they are going to
retain the assct? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member may be right there, but prospecting
for oil is not merely a matier of putting
down a here. We have to do preliminary
prospecting first in order to décide which is
the most likely site to start’ operations upon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I am not satisfied that geologists are the
hest judgas, 1 shall, however, have to depend
upon the adviece that is given by our geolo-
gists. We may be doing something in tho
direetion of finding oil, but others who have
idifferent grounds to work wpon may find a
likely spot more speedily than geologists
wonld do. I will do anything that is possible
to oneourage any gemuine cndeavour that is
inade to discover oil in Western Aunstralia.
Tf it is discovered I will then ask the House
to treat such people royally and in con-
formity with the value of the discovery to
the 8Btate. Tu regard to Collie coal, the mem-
ber for Forrest, in the absence of the mem-
ber for Cellie, made some remarks ou the
subjert of Collie ceal on our railway sys-
tem, 1 would use 100 per cent. of Collic
coal to-morrow if I thought it was desirable
that we should do so.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Commissioner
promised that it should be done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And he
will de it as far as it is possible for him to
do so. We have to keep in mind not oaly
the interest of the Collie coal industry, but
the interests of the general community, which
ig even greater than that of Collie conl. As
we cannot earry any greab stocks of Collie
conl, T am not fulfilling my trust to the
great community if T permit them to suffer
aver an indefinite period becanse of the ne-
ttong of a few individuals in heiding up
supplica which are fo essential to onr trans-
port service, It is our hounden dutv to ecarry
a. stock of coal in order to avoid dillicuities
which wmay arise, and avoid causing suffer-
ing to innoeent persons beeavse of the ae-
tiong of a few. We almost approached thab
point during the last few days. Without
getting pannicky we were able to earry on
anid the dispute is now happily ended. T mn
not. desitous of putting a single ton of im-
ported eoal into the Govermmnent depart-
ments if it ean he aveided.

IMon. W. C. Angwin: Thkis applies to the
other States.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNot to
the samic extent. Not a single ton of conl
will be imported for our railway serviees if
it can he aveided. The Commissioner of
Railways agrees with me in this.

Heon, W. C. Angwin: We entered into an
agreement with you and you promised to use
it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do
use it and every pound of the eeal that it is
possible to wse in cvery part of the State.
With regard to the cneouragement of the
Collie coal industry outside the use of coal
on the railwayva, so far as it is possible we
are anxivus to see whether Collie coal is syit-
able for the manufacture of gas from the
commiereial potut af view. That is a matter
which requires careful investigation. Wa
have been in touneh with a gentleman  who
has had some reeent experiences in the manu.
facture of gas for an entnol} different
purpose duving the war perind,  He left
here as a o munition worker and was Jdrafted
to worlt on’'a Zas plant worked according to
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the latest methoids. We can only prove the
possibility of using Collic coal eommercizlly
by experiients, I think we can better ex-
periment by sending the eoal to one of the
more modern types of gas preducing plants
than we ean get in Western Australia or
any other part of Australia. We are anxions
to help, but I think the Collie coal people
shonld alse help. SBo far we have had nothing
but requests and little or ne help from them.
If the industry will not render some assist-
ance of its own part, either by ailvice or
somc other means, they have no right te
contiunally prefer requests that we should
do something. There must be co-operation
in the marter, aml people interested in the
Collic coal are as much concerned as we.
With regard to borving plants, I said when
introdneing the Mines Esthuntrs that  we
were desivous of establishing o limited num-
her of sueh plants in order to bore from
timme to time in different parts of the State
to find out the extensions of any line of
reefs of value which might be discovered. I
am hopeful before many mouths are over
that the House will agree to the finding of
the nceessary funds for making available
horing plants in the Mines Department for
thig purpose. MFon. mewmbers have introduced
the question of vroper provision being made
in new fields fur the protection of men en-
gaged in the indagtry. That watter will not
he overtlooked. There is no one in this
ITouse who has had n greater experience of
mining than I have had myself, though pos-
sibly not se much from the point of view of

rears bt from  the point  of view of
the effect  that the industry  has  had
upon certaing members  of  ay  family.
1" have lost three brothers from what

isknown as miners’ complaint, and T fear
that will not be the cud of if, With that
experionee, | shall not be foolish enough to
permit a new field such as wmay possibly
result at Hampton Plains to procecd upou
the same hasis as our mining fields in the
carly days, causing the denth of thousands
of eur good citizens, whereas that evil eonld
be easily avoided by a comparatively small
expenditure in the early stages of devolop-
ment.  The member for Kalgoorlic (Mr.
Green) and other hon. members dealt with
the conditions of tributing.  Those econdi-
tious are certainly mnot satisfactory, and I
have already assured two or three goldfields
members wha approached wme eon the mat-
tor, that | wonld discuss the sobjeet .with
them, and that during the rceeess T would
oltain partieulars from other States, secur-
ing the opinions of both parties; and next
sesgion T hope to introduce a Bill that will
got over the difficulty.  But we cannot rush
into the thing withont dis-
aster to the tributer himself,
of continuing the tributing system, bat under
conditions  fair to all parties. T do not
think there is unything else T lhave to re-
for to exeept the question of publicity. The
member  for Claremont (Mre. Duff)  dealt
pretty fully with that question. He said the
Mines Department sught to he sending eable-

canging more

am desirous .
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grams to London, Perhaps we should, but
they ought to be eablegrams in the diree-
tion of setting otlier messages right. I am
not going to send to London messages booin-
ing the interests of a few investors, 1 aw
concerned with the industry from the as-
peet of its permanent welfare, and 1 prepose
to cable Home only the faets, pointing out
that wntil further prospects ddevelop we can-
not say what the future of the new finds.
will he.

Me, Duft: I do uot snggest hooming
cables.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know-

the hon. member oes not souggest anything
of the kind, but I also know there are peo-
ple who hold the view that the Mines De-
partinent should eable Home every serap of
street corner conversation for the purpose
of indncing investment here. In my opinion
what is required in London is not so much
cablegrams as an  officer attached to the-
Agent CGeneral’s office who ean fairly ve-
present our mineral industry at Ilome.
Surely if our agrieultural industry is en-
titled to liave an officer in London to advise
what our landa can produce, and to induce
immigrants to settle on our lands, the
great gold mining industry is entitled to-
representation there as well; and 1 hope that
befare long a mining representative will be-
attnghedl to the Agent General’s office, one
who will be able te give advice of value
to those desirous of investing their money
in Western Australian mining propositions.
Let me add that the remarks of the memn-
ber for Coolgardic {Mr. Lambert) regard-
ing the Xalgoorlic Sehool of  DMines are,
to my knowledge, eorrect. We must find
additional aceommodation for the school.
The experimental plant will be provided dur-
ing the uext fow months: an amount for
that purpore is on the Estimates, T dare-
say that before very loug I shall bave to
ask the Treasure to provide additional funds
for the school. That cstablishment is  of”
great valwe to the whole Australian ecom-
munity, and to people beyond the borders
of Australin as well, Tt is becoming very
well known, and I feel sure that in future-
many mining ecngineers will  finish their
stucies at the Kalgeorlie School of Mines.
But to that end additional accommodation
will be required, and we must secure the:
best lecturers available, and also the plant
necessary for tests to be made by the stu-
dents, T realise the position, and the mat-
ter will not be overleoked. I again
wish to express my appreciation of the help-
ful remarks made by hon. members during:
the disenssion. *

[General (ebate coneluded; votes and’
iteins discnssed as follow:]

Ftom, Assistant to State Mining Engineer,.
£456.

Mr. DUFF: Is the present occupant of this.
office permanently appointed ?

Tho Minister for Mines : No, He is ecting.

Mr. DUFEF : Ia it the Minister's intention to-
aall for applications for the position in tho or-
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dinery way through the Public Service Com-
missioner, and to have the position filled on the
merita of the applicants ?

Tho Minister for Minos: Yes.

Mr. DUFF: The appointment is a vory im-
portant one. Secoing that at present weo have
some very good mining inspoctors, the claims
of thoso gentlomen should receive consideration.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES : The present
ocoupant of the office was appointed under the
conditions prevailing during the war—that no
pormanent appointments would be made until
some time after thoe cessabion of hostilitios, so
that men absent at the Front might have tho
opportunity o apply. The permanont ap-
peintment will be made in the usaal way.

Itom, Govornment Analyst and Chiof Tn-
spoctor of Bxplosives, £636.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Is any work now
being done by the Government Analyst for the
Commonwealth Government ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES :
out and inform the hon, member.

Ttom, Refund of cxomption foes, £100.

Mr, CHESSON : What stand is the Ministor
taking to compol puople who keop leases locked
up and do not comply with mining conditions ?
Many leascs are locked np in my district. There
is no oxcuse for that state of affairs since the
cemspbion of hostilities.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The hen.
membor is awnro that as regords ovemptions
thero arve cortnin astatutory conditions which
have to bo complicd with, When they aroe
compliod with, I have no powor to intorfore.
But unloss thoy are compliod with, T do not
propose to allow any latitude to loascholdors
who refuse to woric their ground, not even when
it ig o question of re-trying whab are practically
-abandonod [iclds. This matter will roceive more
particular attention.

Mr. TROY : ‘The nocessity for attention to
tho question of granting excmptions ncods to
be emphasised. Two men in this State are
notorious  for applving for exemptions and
getting them, and then holding up large arcas
of country to the detriment of the mining in-
dustry. T understand Mr. deBernales is a
mombor of the Mining Association, who the
Minister has told ag acdvise him in mgnrd ta
Pproapecting,

The Ministor for Mines : The Mining Associa-
tion have two representatives on the bhonil,
and noither of thuse ropresentatives s Mr.
deBernales.

Mr. TROY : But Me. deBernales is & momber
of the Mining Association, who act as advisers
to the Minister.

The Ministor for Mines ; Nothing of the sort.

Mr. TROY : Mr. deBernales i3, notoriously,
nbither a mining investor nor a bona lide pros-
pector, but merely an oxploiter.  His practice
i8 to buy up machinery and hold mines up.
His actions huve hecome an absclute scandal.
Take the case of Lake Way, TLake Way has
boen ono of the most promising mining districts
in this country, and thosz who know the district
woll are of opinion that if it pets a chance it has
magnificent prospects.  Mr, deBernales hag held
up a largs aron of ground there. Tihe Pros-
pectory’  Associntion have protested time after
time, the poople of the distriet have protosted,
and the Lonscholders’ Association have pro-

[ will find
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fosted ; but all without avail. I do not aceus,
tho Minister of being influenced hy Mr)

doBernales, but I o hopo the Minister wil
come down with a thud on that gentleman.
Mr. Shallerogs is another gontiemen of the same
typo a3 Mr. doBernales. | know that the other
day he applied for and obtained a farther ox-
omption of the Bulleush ming at Yuin, which
min¢ he has not worked for two or throe yoars.
I admit that apparently the last application for
excmption was not opposed ; but Yunin is some
distance from the railway., Mr. Shallervss iz
going to work the Bulrush mire again when
things become normal—that is to say, in the
aweot by-and-bve. [ do not think we shall cver
gef back to the old condition of affnirs, that
mining or any othor industry will again be
carricd on as cheaply as before the war. Mr.
Shalloross is one of those persons who cannot
be put off, and T sympathiao with fhe Ministor
if ho has doalings with him. TF the Minister
does not keep him outside the door, Me. Shall-
cross will have what he wants, onec he gots in.

Tho Ministor for Mines : He only came back
once ab me.

Me, TROY : Mr. Shalleross is of no value
whatevar to the mining industry, and it is ox-
tremely injurious to the industey that ho should
obtain tho unnccessary exomptions be asks for
timo after time,

Mr. LAMBERT: There are certain wmining
spoculators in this State who undoubtedly havo
had & good deal more considoration shown to
thom by way of oxemption than should have
been given them, An important departure
should he made. [ woukl like to suggest
to the Minister that if he introduees an
amendmont to  tho Mining Act he should
sco that when o mining compwy conscs
to actively engage in operations that tho
lease is not sold with the mining machinary,
In cvery instance wo find that when people buy
the machinery they acyuire posscasion of tho
lease as woll. Then if they are unable to jet
tributers to work the proporty thoy apply for
oxemption. ‘This kind of thing has held up a
considorable arca of auriforous country., nnd
until we can remoedy that we shall provent many
leases from being worked.  Men like deBornales,
Shalleress and Trude come along and purchase
a plant and also securo tho lease, The result
is that operations on the leaso are immeodiately
hold up. unless of coursa they can get someons
to oxploit the property and on whom they can
impose an extortionate royalty, Then of course
if they are not successful an application is im-
mediately mado for oxemption.

Governiment  eontribution  to  niine

relief funcd, £5,000 :

Mr, CHESSON : A number of men have hoen
atrickon down by illness, aml thoy are compelled
to go to the sanatorium boforo thoy can got any
asgistunee, Some of thesy men are practieadly

Ttem,
workers’

. at the dying stage, and they have contributod

to this fund sinee its inooption, Those unfor-
tunates have « genuine grievance in  that
thoy profer to spend the closing days of their
lives with their own prople rather than go to the
ganatorinm. Could not somothing be dono for
thess people, scoing that they lave only
a short time to live. They should nnt bo
forced to go to the sanatorium after having
contribnted for many yvears to the mine workers®
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relivf fund, The Covernment should he able
to do something in this direction, seeing that
thoy contrilute £3,000, that the men contribute
a similar sum, and the companies a lilke amount.

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES : This fund was
establishod on the basis of the payment of equal
amounta by the companies, the men, and the
Government. and the fund is controlied by a
board. The men have representation on the
board, and if thore are gricvances they should
be brought under the notico of the board, and
then, if the persons having gricvances are still
digsatist’od the mattor can bo referred (o the
Clovernment.

Mr, GREEN: There is hore a <decrease of
£1,828 but I supposo that can be accounted for.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : 1t is impossible
to say what wili be the actusl oxpenditure, but
wo are committed to an expenditwre of hetween
£5,000 and L1000,

Trem, Apparatus, Looks, chemicals for labor-
atory of Chief Inspector of Explosives, £400 :

Mr. LAMBERT : This is another exponsive
dopartment run more or less separatoly from
the Ceological Tepartmont. There is here a
big increase. We have four or five laLoratories,
all of which have separate stores and the supplies
of chomieals. 1 hope the AMinister will see the
wisdom of having onu general store for supplying
all theso laboratorics. Indeed, T think the
Minister could well wrrango for the establish-
ment of ono general [aboratory.~ Al these
Inboratorica should ke under the congrol of ono
nchministrative head, 1 also think there should
be a charge for the ingpection of oxplogives.
Men in this State have made magnifeent sumg
out of cxplosives, and if a small charge wore
made to cover the cost of inspection it wonld
be a relief to the State.

Mr. TROY : | assume thai the Government
Analyst is responsible for the analyses of super-
phoaphates. [F go, surely this is the place to
atate that thers is a general feeling amongst
farmers  that  the  guperphogphates” sapplied
during thoe last year or two werc not of the quality
that, formerly obtained,

The Minister for Minos : Bven if the Govorn.
ment Analyst is responsible for the analyscs he
would nov be rogponsible for taking samplos.

Mre. TROY : The whele thing should be con.
trollod by the department of which Alr. Mamm
s tho head, A groat many people engaged in
primary production are strongly of opinion that
thy atrength of superphosphates suppliod hag
doteviorated. I think this dopartont shounld
Lo active in socing that only the best guality is
supplicd to the farmers. | have heard com-
plaints in practically overy agrioultural distriet
in the State, and L hope tho department will
tako up this mattor.

The MINISTER FOIR MINES : [t is a mattor
not for me, but for the Agricultural Department
to take up.  Any analyses of samples they desire
will bo undertaken by the Government Analyst,
but it is not his rcsponsibility to go out and
look for samples. If the hon. member will
make lis complaint tp the Minister for Agri-
culture, be will find that the department will
take samples bofore the next superphosphates
go ont. As for the increass in this item, it is
due to the fact that last yoar's voto was down
considerably as thoe result of the department
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taking ovor cortain supplics from the botanical
soction of tho Agriculturnl Department. That
is why the jtem is largor than that of last year.

[My. Stubbs resumed the Chair}

Alr, LAMBERT : The complaint made by the
monther for Mt. Magnet certainly does not lie
against the Clovernmont Analyst. "The Depart-
ment arc fully alive to the need for fertilisers
being up to the standard. Some peopls think
that becanse a greater amount of sand is put in
the superphosphates they are heing cheated,
but that in not ao, The member for Kalgoorlie
was yuito wrong in his statement. Tf mann-
facturers ncthere to tho present standard whioh,
T think, pravides for 17 per cont. of phosphorio
acicl, that is all that is required of them.

Mr. GREEN : Whilo T recognisec that theso
matters do not come within the purview of Mr.
Mann until samples arc handed to him, it is
nccessary that fertilisers should be examined.
The yuantity of phosphoric acid requived is over
18 per cont. and not under 17 per cenk. as statod
by the momber for Conlgardie.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Woods and Forests, Hon. J.
Seaddan, Minister,

Vote—Woods and Forests, €11,888:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [10-52}: Tt is
enly fair that tho Miniater should tell wa somo-
thing of the activities of this department, The
Ministor bas not lost all control of the depart-
mont.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. .
Scaddan—Albany) [10-53]: The hon. member
has o fairly good Lnowledge of the TForests Aet,
He knows that wnder the Act—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Another bloomoer.

The MINISTER FOR MINXES: Wo have to
adminigtor the Act. It is provided that threo-
fifths of the net revenue shall he under tho con-
trol of the Conservator for certain definite pur-
poses lnid down in the Aet, but he is not entitlod
to spond that money until the approval of hoth
Houses of Parlinment has beon obtained.  The
amount on the Estimates represents only tho
administrative exponditure of the dopartment.
The balanes, representing the poliey of the
dopartmens, i provided for under worcing
schenws which must be submitted e Purlie-
ment, A schemo has been lying on tho Table
of the Hense for two or three months and, before
the session cloges, we must diseuss whether it is
desirablo to approve of it. Therefore, 1 think
it is advisable to discuss these matters on two
oceasions.

Mr. (¥ Laoghlon :
tration. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thero has
hoen no change. The Conservator has been
protty busy during the last two mmonths. Ho
paid a visit to the North-West to deal with the
question of taking barz from the mangroves.
and wsing it for commercial purposes whero
provionsty it had been destroved, The whole
trouble was duo to jealousy bhetween two sce-
tiong. Wo havo to put up with this sort of
thing in Government departmonts. GComplaints
are made and, when exponditure is incurred to
invostigato them, wo ofton find that the trouble

What about the adminis-
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8 duo to difforonces hetweon two sots of indi-
v!dun.ls and somotimes even between two indi-
viduvala, The Conscrvator has found it diffioult to
get suitable officors to carry out the work which
he will hava to perform undor she Act. They are
not casy to obtain and it ig absolutely necessary
that he should have them, ’

Mr. O'Loghlon : What about the Estimates ?

The MINISTER FOR. MINES: Thore has
boen 10 change. Tha ostimated rovonue for
the yoor iy £47,000 and the cstimatod expon-
diture shown horo is £1 1,888, which will leave a
]110(: revenue of £35,152 for oxpendituro undor the
Forusts Act. Tho sehomo for the expenditure
of that money is on the Tublo of the House,

Alr. O"LOGH LN (Forrest) [10-567: If [ wero
conlidont that T could discuss itoms of adminis.
tration under the proposals of the Governmont
lator on, T would he gatisfiod to wait, but T think
this is the only oppartunity T shall have. T am
reluctant to toke the apportunity to-night, hut
I must refor to one or two mattors relative to
Ttho adlministration of the Clongorvator of Forosts,
The Minister could woll have claboratod some
of the conclusions arrived at by tho Conger-
vator of Forosts in his report.  Whon the Forests
Act was passed, 1 oxpressod tho opinion—and
1 am now more than satisfied T was right—that
we were giving unduo power to this afficer by
pla.c:_ng him in a position equivalent to that of
tho judge of che Supreme Court.

Hon. "W, € Angwin: The Minister took no
notice of us,

Mr. ¥LOGHLEN: Tho offieor today is in-
stalled in his position nnd has only recontly
returned from the North-West, whero he went
on ‘whnb one might call & wild ganse chase,

The Minister for Mines : No; he did some
essentind work thero,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It way not essential for
this officer to go. A subordinate officer eould
have submitted a roport,

The Ministor for Mincs: A subordinate officor
submitted a roport and only hore out the son-
tentions of the othors,

Mr, (FLOGHLEN: We are paying the Con.
sorvator of Torests such m high salary that we
want_the bonefit of all the brains ho can give
us. It is not neecssary to send him out on field
work.

The Minister for Mincs : Thoro was no one clse
to send,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Suroly thoro was n sub-
ordinate officor in the Departmont who could
havo undortakon the trip and lefs Mr. Lanc-
Poolo froo to attond to the rdministration of the
departmont,

Tho Minister for Minos: I do not agree with

ou. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Thoro is room for a differ-
onco of opinion. Regarding the Conservator's
report which has been laid on the Table of the
House, whilo I disagreo with somo of his con-
clusions, [ inust say it is the most informative
and comprohensive roport which has evor eman-
ated from this dopartment. It has involved a
lot of preparation and without doubt the in-
formation supplied is highly ercditable to the
ofticer concorned. He has touched on some
itoms in the roport with which I intond to deal
ab longth, T take exception to that portion of
hie report dealing with the question of howing
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and howoers' liconsss, 14 is a romarkable thing,
that aftor Parlisment had debated for three or
four days tho quostion of whether the howers
should pursue thoir calling or not and decided
that those who had previously followed that
occupation should be allowed to take out a
license to cnablo them to resume work of that
dogeription, a public servant, in tho person of the
Conservator, should by underhand methods havo
the right to nullify that decision. There are
more ways of killing a dog than hy choking it
with butter. This oficer and his staff, pre-
sumably acting on inatructions from the foun-
tain hoad, are cngaged in harassing the men
so that they eannnt carn a docent living in the
hush, "The svstem to-day is to put up the areas
for howing purposos to public tonder, and
difforent people bid what thoy think is a fair
royalty fur these particular arveas. We ' find
now that thero is o more rigid ingpoction carried
out than was ever tho casy hofore. Tast weck
at Uraming T had an opportunity of looking
at a large quantity of sleopers that had been
rejectod by tho dopartmental officials, 1 saw
thore the rosult of many days of work on tho
part of tho men which had gone for nought be-
cause tho sleepors had been rojoeted,

The Minister for Mines: Did our departmont
rojeet  them ?

Mr. OLOGHLEN : Yes,

Tho Minister for Mines: The (onservater is
vory keen nn reducing the specilications,

Mr. WIOCGHLEN : Yos, and that is why [
could not understand it. It secined so incon-
sistont with his general cxpression of opinion
as shown in his annurl report, Tt seemas strange
that when the howors have to lahour so hard
in the vory poorest bush in the Statoe there should
bo 20 many rejections from the produet of their
work., Furthermore, in that particular aren
thero were soveral men engaged in eutting to the
ordor of the State sawmills departinent, and
wero working in bush that had heen already cut
over two or threo times, There was onc small
arca of three or four acres in extent from which
it was impoesible for the fenms to haul any loga.
Acting on ingtroetions fromn  the  department
this small group of howers went into this por-
ticnlar arca of virgin bush in order to fulfil this
ordor, The timbor there woull not otherwize
have beon cut. Tho same thing applies in many
other pacta of the State, which prompted mo to
say on a provious occagion that the hewer is the
cconomionl factor in tho forest. Tt may bo that
inexperiencod men will sometimes waste timber,
but that is not tho case in tho well equipped
forest departmonts of Vietoria, New South
Wales and Quocnsland, In Now South Wales
thoro are 330 hewers employed, in Quecnsland,
300, and in Vietoria thousands would be em-
ployed if they were procurable, This hardly
squares with the biassed attitude of our Con-
servator towards the axomon. Whether Paclia-
ment was right or wrong, in his epinion, he should
havoaccepted the decision of Pertiament and have
actod upon ik, In the course of my conversa-
tions with him I have gathored that he louks
upen thoso who comprise Parlinment s some-
thing in tho nature of & pack of fools, who do nos
know their business and lhave no regard for
postority, I admit, of coursv, that thero aro in
the dopartment mon treined in these matters,
and that wo aro not 5o trained, but, novertheloss,
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I bolieve that those of the present goneration
are cntitled to have an opportunity of obtaining
a decent jivelihood, and that when wo have con-
gidercd them we nmust do our best for posterity.
We cannot do everything for the one and nothing
for the other. In view of the fact that Parlia-
mont has docidod that these men should be
enabled to go baok to their calling if thoy so
dosired thoy ahould not now bo harassed in this
way. The men that I bave just referred to were
authorized by a ranger to go inte that particular
pateh of virgin bush, but theso instructions wero
subsequontly cancellod by another ranger who
compelled the men to stop work. Twe of the
men were obliged to come to Peorth in order to
scek an interview with the department on the
subjeet, and a3z a vesult were out of work for
goven or ¢ight days, no joking matter in these
times. It is all very woll for our highiy-paid
ofticials to he away for a fow days from their
duties, for they reccivo their pay just the samo,
but this is not so with tho men I allude to, 1
counselled them to put in a claim for ecomnpon-
sation, but do not know if they have dono so.
I told thom [ thought it was a fair proposition
that they should do so, and T am still of that
upinion.
alleged to have infringed the provisions of the
Forest Act and regulations. The ranger took
him before the Collic court, hut the man won
hig case, It was then arranged to have the casc
heard before the Full Court. 1 peinted out to
the Conservator that the man was struggling
hard to make a living, that ho did not know
that ho had been breaking the law, ard did not
‘phink he had done so, and that he aslkoed that
the Conservator or o conipetent inspector ghould
inspect tho ground on which he had been opor-
ating. The Conservator ussured me that in
taking the case to the Ifull Court ho had no
vindictive desire, but only sought to gut o ruling
on the point fur the gudance of his o'¥cers in
the future. The easc was heard by the Iyl
Court and the department was again defoated.
Is the matter going to stop at that, or is this
man to bo turthor harassed hy the caso being
takon before o still higher tribunnly I hope
that common sengo will guide the actions of
those concerned jn this mattor. The list of
finog in the Conservator's report shows that the
officers may he vigilant, but that at times they
~do not exorcise the common sense they showld.
I rocently pointed ont tu the Conservator that
in the Nannup district there were 35 men, half
of whom wore roturncd soldiers who had built
residences for thomsclves before going to the
war, The Barrabup company had agrecd to
smploy these men in the bush, but the Con-
servator had declared that they should not be
so employed. I made out & caso as well ag I
could to show that the timber in which these
mon intended to operate had already beon out
ovor once, that there was a line of six miles of
railway into it, and that if it was not cleaned
up the rails would be removed and the timber
-could not be touched at all. I also stated that
the timber was not to bo completoly out out
but merely ran over. The Conservator replied,
* Let it stop there and a spot mill will got it
later. If the men want work, let them go to
Millarg,” Those men have got their homes in
the distriot and are not likely to go ‘away hun-
-dreds of miles to work elsowhere. A public

There was anothor man who was,
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moeting was convened at Nanmnup in connestien
with the matter, and I attended it. When dis-
cussing the motion that was carried at the mect-
ing I put it to the Conservator that he was
& new official in the State, and not yet possessed
of a practical knowledge of the dilliculties sur-
vonnding the industry, and that in order to
acquire that knowledge he first had to find hig
foct. [ told him that L desired to co-operato
with him and that other people would alse he
glad to do the same, but bhab if he did not want
Fooplo to be antagonistic towards him he would
have to refrain from making the drastic changes
Iie had been making in the past. Thero iy no
yusstion bub that we are haenessed to custom,
and that i o customn has been allowed to grow
up for a number of years, whatover tho offect
of that custom may be, he would only he a Junatic
who would try to hreak it down at 24 hours’
notice. JIn a case of this kind it is ncecssary
to move by cvolutionary menns, demanstrating
fully the neeessity for any chango that is sought
to be made, and in that way gradually educate
public opinion to a completo understanding of
tho now poliey. I disagree with the Conser-
vator in the attitude he has adopted in regard
to axvmen. Fither thoy sheuld Le allowed to
make a decent living in the forest, or they
shoutd not be alloved to be thers at all.  Parliv-
mont has decided that thoso men have as nmueh
right to pursue their calling in thu bush as have
any other men to pursue their calling elsewhere,
but in this matter it appears that tho decision of
Parliament is not to have the necossary weight.
That decision should be respected and acted
upon, Harassing conditions and new obliga-
tions should not be imposod npon these men Lo
offoctually evipple them, in the way that the
Conscrvator is loing now, * I could quote numer-
ous instances of the activities of the department
towoards theso mon sineo the passing of the Act,
to show that the Conservator is prejudiced
against them. In order to achiove his purposv
o has, [ bolieve, issued instruetions to the rangers
and classifled inspoctors under him that will
have a drastic offcct upon those concerned.
Only tho day beforo yesterday I wont over o
pieco of country which the classifiors have re-
turned as carrying 12 loads to the acre. 1 will
not reflect upon the compotency of the classifiers,
but [ do not think that any man whe has spont
any length of time in the Wostern Australian
bush would say that pivco of country carried
meore than half the quantity of timber estimatod
by the department, Wo aro oither going to get
inaccurate reports and Parliament is going to ho
misled ae to the State’s timbor reaocurces, or,
on the other hand, we are going to get true re-
ports. Diffeyent classifiers may hold different
opinions ; no two men will exactly agree in such
a matter, However, this question ia a burning
one in the South-West to-day. I have no desire
whatever to put obstacles in the Consorvator's
way ; but if he is going to ride rough-shod aver
the community and use his practically unlimited
powers to the disadvantage of those working in
the timber industry, 1 must make a protest.
To judge from his gencral conversation, and
from his roplies to deputations during the last
week or two, Mr. Lane-Poole is more concerned
about selling the Stato mills to the Frenchmon,
who are particular friends of his, than he is
sbout giving to Western Austrolians born iu
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this country an opportanity to keep their homes
over their heads. I am informed that, in the
locality 1 refer to, Mr. Lanc-Poole ropeatedly, in
roplying to a deputation, askel why thore was
antagonism to the sale of tho sawmills 7 That is
not a guestion affecting Mr. Lano-Poole. I do not
know that he as Conservator should be specially
desirous that this State assot should be sold.
He bas not boon asked for his opinion on the
point. By his public conduet ho has shown
partiality towards people who are not Western
Augtralians, and has adopted rather a critical
attitudo towards those who are trying to make
a living in this country. Dealing with the
ravages of the fire fiond during the past summer,
he points out that by reason of two heavy wintors
the fives have not beon so disastrous. I fully
ronliso that forest fires do an immense amount
of damage, but I do not know that any powers
which Parliamont could confer on the Consor-
vator would avail to prevent tivos. His report
statos that in an aron of tuart country a fire
waa delibgratoly started. If that is a0, someong
should heve paid the penalty. But there is ho
refrence in the report to a prosscution. The
oflicer who reported that the tire had been de-
liboratoly startod, must have had some evidence
in support of his statement.
is adduced in the teport. Fircs start in the
Lugh from all mannor of means—a pioce of glass
with the sun shining on it may start a firo; a
logomotive ongine or & human being may be
miles away from the scenc of the tire. But
if this fire, which we aro told destroyod 200
neres of tuart, was started deliborately, the
Conscevator might have been a little more com-
municative and inserted in his report a sentonco
apprising us what action, if any, was taken. His
roports doal with the different varictics of timber
in this country, and he seems to find it impossible
to got out of his hoad the ides that Parliament
made a fenrful mistake in allowing howing to bo
carriotl on in our forests, The othor day, [
halieve, a proposal wus put up for re-starting
the No. I Dwellingup BMill, the Hrst sawmill
established by a Labour Government in Western
Australia., [ lknow it is late, but [ conld talk
for two hours on this subjoct. If a momber
knows the disabilitics under which an industry
ropregented by him is labouring, he should bring
tho matter under the attontion of Parlizmont.

Tho Minister for Mines: You will havo an
opportunity of dealing with that mattor hen
wo are dizeussing tho working plans.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: Having received  that
asgurance. 1 am preparcd to curtail my remarss ;
but I cannot close without vnee more entering
my protests against the methods adopted by
the Congervator, which mothods I sincerely
rogret. L realise that the Conservator is a
trained o.ncer with yoars of cxporience gained
in West Africa and in Francc-—an expericnce
which may prove absolutely wasted here for
yoars to come, which for many years the Con-
sorvator may nnd it impossible to apply effoct-
ively in this State, While ho is acquiring a
knowledge of local condikions e appears, at any
rate to my mind, to bo becoming abaolutoly
antagonistic to tho bulk- of thu people engaged
in the Western  Australian  timbor  industry.
Anyone who does not see oyo to oye with him
is oub tu destroy the forests. 1 have been con-
demned buciuse it is said that | was responsible

But no ovideneo -
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for wrecking the Forests Bill. The membor for
Coanning, who was Minister for Woods and.
Forests at the time that measurc went throngh
Parliament, will, I think, be honest enough to-
admit that T gave him all the help that my
limited abilitics cnabled mo to afford. I regret
that Parlinment did not reserve to itsclf the
right to review the operations of the Forestey
Departmont year by year, But it was urged
that unless we appuinted the Conservator per-
manently, and made him sacrosanet with a big
salary, wo conld not retain his gervices,

The Minister for Mines : But the working plans
hiave to be submittod to Parliament every year.

Me. O'LOGHLEN : Although we¢ have an
officer who is out of step with public opinion,
and ono whoso policy in the opinion of members.
may not bo in the bost interests of the conntry,
Parlinmont cannot deal with him excopt by
the drastic stop of removing him from his office,
T can only trust that the result of a friendly
digcussion in Parlinment may be to cause him.
to mond his ways, | objeet to his mothods and
to his conduet, Tho general run of the com-
munity, I quite recognise, do not give a dump
about the forests. But everyonc will agree that
a forestry pelicy should not he such as to doprive
many persons of their opportunity of making a
living, Thore is a way of getting the backing
of the community for a poliey initiated by the
Government.  In view of the lateness of the
hour I shall say no more now; but at another
gtage I shall have a good deal to say,

Hon. W, {, ANGWIN (North-$ast Frementle)
[11-17]: I want to lodge an objection to a state
ment made by the Conservator of Foresta in his.
annual roport regarding shipbuilding in Western
Australia.

Mr. OLoghlon: [ have not got theough half
of that report vet.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Conservator of
Forests has o aspecial paragraph dealing with
that subjoct—

Unfortunately industrial troubles arose, and
while these were not very sorions they suffi-
‘ciontly alarmed the directors and thoso who
had invosted their inoney in the congern, and
it was decided to wind up the company. A
golden opportunity wag thus loat for initiating
a most bnportant timber-nging industry.

As a fact, T hoard the chairman of directors of
the  shiphuilling company say delinitely that
he was pm]»l.md. to agcopt the conditions which
those whe were engaged in shipbuilding ro-
quired.  In my mind there is no douby that it
wag the Commonweslth Government. and the
Commonwealth Government alone, who pre-
vented the starting of the shipbuilding industry
in Western Anstralia. The Conunonwealth Gov-
grnment wantod to impose certain conditions
which tho directors of the company thomselves
admitted were not fair to the woriers, The
statement which [ have quoted frem the Con-
sorvator's reporve is uot trus.  The Cunservator
should have condemnod only the Commonwoalth
CGlovernment in regard to tho failure to cstablish
the shipbuilding industry in Western Anstralia,
The member for Forrest has dealt with the
hewing question. [ contead that that yuestion
was docided by Parliament, and that neither
Mr. Lano-Poole, the Conservator, nor any other
person, ¢ven if appeinted to a position which
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Parliament, cannot touch undor tho torms of
the engagement, has any right or authority to
set asido the decision of Parliament. Govern.
ment ¢ Feials should endeavour as far as possible
to carry out the wishes of Parliamont. 1f Parlia-
ment n a legislative onactment lays ib down
that the hewers roturning from the Fromt shall
be permitted to fellow their original calling, the
Conservator has no right to do anything that
will tend to nullify that legislation. The
hon, member for Torvest stated that the
Coneervator scemod to Le annoyed  beeausc
an objeetion was lodged in regand to
some of the State snwinills. A paragraph in his
report i3 one of the strongest arguments that
could be advancod againat the selling of the
Stato Sawmills and T am surprisod to sec it.
Ho atates—

Stato acramivscence in the destruction of
good timber only hecause the oxport trade
demands it is a crime against cuming gonor-
ations ; and any attempts to incrense the
oxport in the intereat of foreign companics,
or with the ohject of inducing morn men to
join in timber getting at the cxpense of pos-
terity, need wise resistance.

The Congervator has advised vs in a very fow
words tn he carcful againat handing over our
forests to foreign companiey for exploitation.
Hia own wortls arc the greatest argument that
wo can use againgt sclling the State Sawmills.
Whon the Forests Bill was before us, | thought
Parliament was acting wrongly in appointing
an ofticer over whom Parlimment would have no
control. T think now that a inistako has buen
made in that direction,

M. PICKERTNG {Sussex) {11.22]: T en-
dorse the attitnde of the members for
Forrest and North-East Hremantle with  re-

gard to the hewing question and the pro-
posed sale of the State Sawmills to  the
Fronch syndicate. Thoro is overy indieation of
an increased demand for owr hard woors, uot
only from France, but Belgium as well, while
there iz also a greater increased demand in Aus-
tralasia. There is no doubt that wo should push
tho business of the Stuto Sawmilla.

Mr. Foley : They are robbing us hand-over-fist
in thiy State. :

Mr. PICKKERING : We should do our wtmost
to sccure the French and Bolgium markets.
With regard to the burning I was ons of thuse who
was strongly opposed to that portion of the

mensure. | wag opposed to that portion of the
meagure which. seoks to throw the onus of
protection on the settlers. K it is soughs

to be remodied the pogition of responsibility
o far as 1 am concerned will have to
rest on  the department, and a  portion
of the moncy carmed by the deparbment will
have to be devoted to the earo of the foreats,

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J. Scnd-
dan—Albauy, in reply) [11.25}: T roalise that
tho member for Porrest i deoply interested in
the welfare of those engaged jn the timbor in-
dustry, and he is also interestod in tho forost
pelicy. I am not in a position to roview the
statoment he has made with regard to the Con.
gervator excepb to sny that he is in a very doli-
cate pusition at the present timne, heeause what-
evor may be our opinion in regard to My, Lane-
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IPoole and his moethods, Parliament has to take
tho responsibilitics of having made a drastic
change in the forest policy of tho State. What
tho hon, member must realise is that this sevore
change only applies to thoso who have more
recently come inte our timber arens, and we
have achually by that action, imposed tremen-
dous restrictions te the advantage of thosc who
were in carlier. While Mr., Lane-Poole may
not be adopting the best inothods te eonvert
public opinion to the new policy, at the same
timo, the membor for Forrest will approciato the
fact that Mr. Lanc-Pools is socking to do some-
thing bettor from the point of view of the in-
torests of the Stato.

Mr. O Loghlon : | have told him that | desire
to help him but he doos not want help.  Ho is
going ab it bull-headod.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : L do not think
the hon, momber is ontitied to say that. At
any rate, he will not be prevouted from discussing
tho matter when ancthor ocossion arisos, Al-
though we have removed the Conscrvator from
the contral of the Ministor to some oxtent and
through the Minister the (iovernment and Parlin-
ment, at the samo time we have not romoved the
operations of the department from CGovernment
control. The Congorvator cannet carry on
oporations in tho dopartment without the Gov-
ornment and Parliament having the responsi-
hility. We doliberately provided that the ex-
pondituco of money had to be eubjoct to the
wpprovel of Parliament. 8o far as my oxper-
jonce of Mr. Lane-Poole is concerned, he has
ideas and he sbicks to them protty havd., After
all, I do not blamu a man so much if, boing satis-
ficd that ho is right, he sticks to his ideas. The
only difliculty is the manner in which one may
proceed to put those ideas into force. As the
mombor for Forreat points out Mr. Lane-Poolo
is o tochnical man who has had @ thorough train-
ing and ho doos not secm to realise—that is how
it appears to mo—that ho has to educate the
public of Western Australia to tho desirability
of the change.

Mr. O'Loghlon: e has to educate |ractically
ovor YOI, .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agroe with
that and we might got the Conservator to realiso
that while his idens may he good, thuy must bo
brought about step by stop and not violently,
in whiech way he would bring about public hos-
tility when he should get publie support. 1 am
hopeful from the discussion that will arise on the
schome that will be submitted bofore Parliamont
that we will be able Lo adopt n polisy that will
he more than permanent, giving to the State
the beat and not permitting those cngaged in
the industry to rob us as they nro doing to-day
bevauso of the price they are demanding for
this commodity which we give them a right to
take. T am gebting tired of permitting theso
people to slaughter our forests and then dumand
from thoe Stato oxorbitant prices for the eon-
modity which we require. We should put tho
serow on to tho oxtont that our own reguire-
monts shall irst bo mot at a rate which must not
bo a profiteering one,

Vote put and prssed.
{The Spoaker resumed the Chair),

Progresy reportod,
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BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,

Roturned from the Council without amend-
nwent,

ASSENT TO BILLS,
Mezango from the Governor recoived and read
notifying assent to the following Bilis.
1, Slaughtor of Calves Restriction.
2, Poarling Act Amendment,

FHotse udfo: rned at 11-30  pom.

l|

Zegislative CQouncil,

Wednesday, 12th November, 1910,

1AGH

Motion : Whent Lielow uilling quality . 1344
Notice of Motion: Nitro Glycerlne cxplusives 1849
Bills ; Trafile, report .., 13490
Prices Regulation, 2r. 1340
Mining Act Amendiognt, Lk, ... 1356

The PRESLDENT took the ¢hair at 4.30
o, awd remd prayers,

MUTION — WIIKAT
MILLING

Hon, .. DUFRELL

han) [4.337]: T move—

That in the epivion of this IHouse the
existing  agreement  hetween  the Wheat
Marketing Scheme and Messrs, Dalgety &
Co.,, L., giving the Iatter,the exclusive
right for dispesal of wheat helow illing
.qua]it_r, and  which expires on the Blst
December nest, should not he
and that all such wheat should be d:sposed
of by the Sehewe or their agents at n price
not exceeding 3s. Gd. per bushel while the
price of illing quality wheat remaing at
the present figure, -

Tt has bein freguently stated that this Cham-
Ler is n nen-party Honse. Tt has also heen
roferred to as a House of review, and as a
House of seeond thoughts. Tt was the con-
sideration of these statonients which led me
te move the motion, I propese to feal with
the subject in two scetiong; first that portion
which rclates to Dalgety Ltd,, and secondiy
that which relates to the price for wheat be.
law fa.q quality. Tet it be distinetly wader-
stoad that my remarks are not directed
against Messrs, Dalgety TLtd. A few days
ago, on the Wheat Marketing Bill, it was
stated that an arrangement had been made
between o representative of Dalgety’s and
the manager of the Wheat Marketing Scheme
for fixing a price for the dispesnl of inferior

BELOW
QUALITY,
(Metropolitau-Sulw-

ranewed,”

| COUNCIL.)

whent, 1 contend that sueh an arrangemeat
must  prejudictally affect those -people en-
gaged in the raising of poultry and pigs.
This is exemplificd Ly the faet that to-day
we are paying for poultry, eggs, bacon aud
pork prices very mueh in excess of what
might he considered reasonable, As I stated
last weck, it is not a healthy eign when we
liave to pay 1s. 8d. per lb, for rashers of
bacon, Owing 1o the present high price of
feed, hacon eurers in this State cannoet pro-
Awee Dacon under 1s. 4%%d. per 1b. - When it
is realise! in other portions of the Common-
weaith what it costs in Western Australia to
produee  bacon, the manufacturers of the
Eastern States take advantage of the high
prices ruling here. By the ‘‘Dimboola’’ lagt
week o shipment of bacon was landed at Fre-
mantie at ls. 3%d. per b, So long as the
firms of the Tastern States ean get just
vinder the loeal price, they seeure an ad-
vantage over the leeal produacers. For a
considerable time past we have been endea-
vouring to vueourage production in this diree-
tion. T consegtence large  establishments
have sprung npr in various parts of the State
and, " more  recently, in  the metropelitan-
subiirban aren, 1 refer particularly to the
cxtablishmont  of  Messrs,  Foggitt, Jones,
Ltl, 'The existing state of nffairs in respect
of Dalgety s, who bave the eomtract for the
disposal of inferior wheat, aeting in con-
junetion with the manager of the Wheat
Marketing  Beheme, dis vesponsible for the
prices we have to pay. Tt is deplorable. 1
have hefore me the report of the Royal Com-
wission on the Wiheat Marketing Scheme. L
findd on page 47 evidence which -was tendered
hy William Heury Lockhard as follows:—
By the Chairman: You-desire to make
a gtatement rvegarding the marnagement of
the present wheat pool?—Yes, in eonnee-
tion with the inferior or  second-grade
wheats, I consider the poultry farmers
ave being garvotted.  When we were al-
lowed to deal with the acquiring agents in-
dividually, we always got a fair amount
of satisfactiou. 'To hear that ont, [ have
liere eertain ageounts which 1 can show
you {documents handed in). However,
sinee the husiness has heen passed to the
sole control of Dalgety’s, we are simplr
told, ¢‘Take it or leave it, Once vou buy
it, that's the end of you”?
I understand they have the sole control of
the disposal of all wheat below  milling
quality.
Hon. Sir 1. 11, Wittenoom; Suhjcut to Mr.
Keys' approval af the priec.
How. J. DURFFELL: The evideunce
tinnes—
In one case, T remember, in regponse to a
protest they made uvs an allewance of
£2 58, bot sinee then they will not enter-
tain any protest of any =ovt. During last
month wa hought n truck of wheal fromn
them at Js. 1d. per bushel, and we hal to
sell some of it at from Hs. to 8s. per bhag,
stuff that cost ng from 11s. 6d. to 12s. per
bag.  That ix under Dalgety’s manage-
ment; they have a monopoly, and they
use it, T can assure yon.

rot-



